
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

2018 CLASS SELECTED
The latest class of Crit-

tenden County Distin-

guished Alumni has been

selected and will be in-

ducted in September

in conjunction

with football

homecoming.

The 2018 class

of inductees

will be:

- Jared Ord-

way, Crittenden

County High School

Class of 1989: Vice president

of research and develop-

ment at Orion Genomics, a

St. Louis-area based

biotechnology company.

- Corey Crider, Crittenden

County High School Class of

1994: Professional baritone

opera singer.

- Barry W. Enoch, Marion

High School Class of 1954:

Highly decorated Navy SEAL

who was among the initial

group of SEALs. He died in

2012.

library closed for

staff development
Crittenden County Public

Library will be closed next

Wednesday for in-service

staff training. It will reopen

at 9 a.m. Thursday, as nor-

mal. No fines will accrue

when the facility is closed.

Bass tournament to

benefit chs charity
A bass tournament

scheduled for May 19 in

western Kentucky will bene-

fit Crittenden Health Sys-

tems Community Healthcare

Foundation. The Kentucky/

Barkley Lake Open Buddy

Bass Tournament offers 100

percent payback and door

prizes. The entry fee is $90

per boat.

Winners will be based on

total weight of bass measur-

ing 15 inches or more.

Early registraton ends

May 15. For more informa-

tion, contact tournament di-

rectors Bob Campbell at

(270) 965-5022 or Barrett

Belt at (270) 704-2200.

The

Crittenden Press
24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879 ONE DOLLAR

©2018, The Crittenden Press Inc.

Facebook.com/TheCrittendenPress
Twitter.com/CrittendenPress

The

Crittenden Press
USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

NEWS

COMING UP...

PUBLIC MEETINGS

- Marion Tourism Commis-

sion will meet at 5 p.m. next

Thursday at the Welcome

Center. The only item on the

agenda will be the 2018-19

budget.

- The Crittenden Press’

primary election guide will

appear in the May 10 edition

of the newspaper. All candi-

dates on the May 22 ballot

have been invited to re-

spond to a questionnaire to

give voters a better idea of

where candidates stand on

issues.
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By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Crittenden EMS will have a
new manager beginning June 1.

Last week, Crittenden Health
Systems (CHS) and Com-Care
Inc. signed an agreement that
transfers management of the
local ambulance service to the
Hartford, Ky.-based medical
transport provider when Baptist
Health pulls out at midnight
May 31. The contract to run EMS
will be subsidized by $250,000
in public funds from Crittenden
Fiscal Court and $100,000 from
the local hospital.

CHS Board Chairman Charlie

Hunt, who oversaw contract ne-
gotiations with an ambulance
service provider for the second
time in two and a
half years – along-
side new CHS CEO
Dan Hiben – said
the agreement is
year-to-year, re-
newable annually.
However, hospital
officials are looking for a longer
partnership than the one they
shared with Baptist Health.

“We hope to have a longterm
relationship with Com-Care,”
Hunt said Monday.

He said providing a quality,

reliable ambulance service was
the centerpiece of discussions
with Com-Care, just as they

were with Baptist
Health in 2015 after
CHS decided to
shed management
of Crittenden EMS.
At that time, the
hospital was losing
hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars from its annual
budget to keep the ambulance
service running.

Baptist Health cited similar
financial issues as the reason for
their decision in November of
last year to end their manage-

ment agreement with CHS at
the end of this month.  Hunt said
Baptist Health reported annual
losses beyond the $350,000
safety net, of sorts, provided for
in their contract.

That agreement included  a
$150,000 annual subsidy from
the fiscal court, as well as CHS
and Baptist Health splitting up
to $200,000 in potential losses
beyond that. That essentially
spotted Baptist Health as much
as $250,000 for potential losses
through $350,000. Losses above
$350,000, however, were born 

CHS inks EMS manager

See EMS/Page 4

STAFF REPORT

Three years after Ledbetter
Water District filed a lawsuit to
get out of fulfilling a water pur-
chase contract with the Critten-
den-Livingston Water District,
the case was heard by the Ken-
tucky Court of Appeals. 

On April 24, Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Water District went to
court in Lexington, appealing a
2017 ruling by Circuit Judge C.A.

Woodall III granting declaratory
judgement in a legal battle be-
tween two water districts.
Woodall’s ruling effectively
voided Crittenden-Livingston
Water District’s 40-year contract
to sell potable water to Ledbet-
ter. 

Bart Frazer, attorney for the
two-county water district head-
quartered in Salem, said there is
too much at stake to let the

judge’s ruling be the final word.
Frazer provided oral arguments
before the appeals court last
week.

Ledbetter has continued to
honor its contract until the case
is finalized through the appeals
process. A ruling from the ap-
peals court is expected by mid
June.

Frazer argued last week be-
fore the three-judge appeals

panel. He claims a case where a
dissimilar ruling was made with
regard to a like contract between
a Bullitt County fire district and
county fire department is
grounds for reversal in the water
case.

Woodall’s lower court order
says the contract is unenforcible. 

In its original claim, Ledbetter

Water district awaits court’s contract ruling

See RULING/Page 2

Decker, 64,
found dead
in mowing
accident
STAFF REPORT

Investigators believe longtime golf
course owner Neil Decker had been
dead for several hours when golfers
found him pinned under-
neath a lawnmower
Monday afternoon.

Decker, 64, of Marion
was pronounced dead at
the scene shortly before 2
p.m. after a 911 call
alerted emergency re-
sponders that a man was found at the
golf course on Wilson Farm Road,
trapped under a mower.

For more than 30 years in a rural set-
ting about 4 miles from Marion, Decker
had operated Duke’s Racquet Club
Rough Country Golf Course, complete
with tennis courts, a gymnasium, rac-
quetball courts, a basketball court, bil-
liards and weightlifting. Over time, it
had been a popular place for competi-
tive racquetball, tennis and golf tourna-
ments and an event center for parties
and family gatherings.

Decker was well known in the com-
munity, having served as a substitute
teacher and field technician for the Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Services.

Coroner Brad Gilbert said it appears 

Decker

See DECKER/Page 4

By ALEXA BLACK
and DARYL K. TABOR
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Board of
Education is ready to make
Vince Clark the school district's
longest serving superintendent
since Dr. Dennis Lacy retired
after 18 years in 2000.

At last Thursday's board
meeting, Clark's contract was re-
newed for another four years
through the end of the 2022 ac-

ademic year. The longtime
school district employee was
named superintendent in 2014
when Dr. Rachel Yarbrough re-
signed after six years to take the
same position in her native
Webster County.

"The job of superintendent is
tough. There are so many issues
surrounding it, and it’s always
evolving," said board member
Ryan McDaniel in commending
Clark. "You have to be adaptable

to make it work, and Vince cer-
tainly does a good job of it."

Clark has been em-
ployed by the school dis-
trict since 1991, when he
was hired as a second-
year teacher. After almost
three decades, he is still
where he wants to be.

“I think I’m the one that
is blessed. I have spent my entire
career in Crittenden County –
with the exception of my first
year – and I am very grateful to
be a part of this community," he

said after the unanimous board
decision to renew his contract. "I

can’t honestly say that 20
years ago I would’ve seen
myself sitting here and
having these opportuni-
ties."

Clark, as well as all 200
or so employees in the
district, will be getting a

pay bump. The superintendent's
annual salary will move to
$115,000, up $8,000 from his 

Board renews superintendent’s contract

Clark

Half-time ag ed instructor restored

See CONTRACT/Page 12

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS/THE PRESS

Pledge to Protect
About 400 people attended the Pledge to Protect event at Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School last week. Daphne Maddux, executive director of the CASA Program
of Hopkins, Webster and Crittenden Counties Inc., shared information about the
court-appointed special advocate initiative. Families were treated to a free barbecue
meal along with inflatables, face paint and children’s painting projects from Viki’s
Create & Paint in Marion. Above, Marlee Sosh (right) works on her painting project.

County budget
shifts money,
avoids tax hike

Page 3

Rockets will have new helmet design for 2018 / Page 9

Disaster declaration will help county
pay for flooding damages to roads

Page 12



Glad to know that Ancestry
DNA has some type of useful-
ness. 

Apparently,
through familial DNA
ferreted from one of
the ancestral gene
databases used
largely by genealo-
gists, a serial rapist
and killer has been
nabbed decades after
he terrorized Califor-
nia. Beyond catching
criminals, not sure
how beneficial the
DNA results are to
the common person
seeking family infor-
mation. At least, it
wasn’t for me. More
about my experience
later. 

For now, let’s take
a look at this case and under-
standing that your family can
unwittingly turn you in
through DNA and whether

DNA is constitutionally pro-
tected. 

In general, a person cannot
be compelled to have
his gums swabbed for
DNA testing unless
there’s other evidence
to justify the collec-
tion. However, if you
lick the top of a beer
bottle and leave it set-
ting on a bar, that ge-
netic material is fair
game for anyone who
might seize it. Addi-
tionally, technology is
such that investiga-
tors can now use DNA
from close relatives to
ascertain whether
there’s a pretty good
likelihood that a sus-
pect might be a match
to DNA evidence they

have from a crime scene.
That’s how the so-called
Golden State Killer was caught
last week.

A few weeks ago, I watched
a series on TV that traced the
story of one of the nation’s
most infamous unsolved mys-
teries. It was a series of burgla-
ries, rapes and murders during
the 1970s and 1980s terror-
ized Californians before ending
abruptly. Investigators were
unsure whether the perpetra-
tor had died, was in prison or
simply quit – something serial
criminals apparently rarely do.

Four decades after the
crime spree, with far better
DNA technology and wide-
spread use of it, genetic mate-
rial belonging to Joseph
DeAngelo’s relatives marked a
path directly to the 72-year-
old’s middle class home in Cal-
ifornia. Authorities said they
were able to link the suspect to
the string of crimes by using a
genealogy service’s database of
genetic material. Closely re-
lated DNA and good police
work began tying clues to-

gether. On a hunch, investiga-
tors trailed the suspect for
days waiting for him to leave
his own DNA on something
discarded in either trash or
elsewhere – they won’t say pre-
cisely. Nonetheless, their theo-
ries panned out and a vexing
criminal case may have been
solved. 

Through it all, questions are
now being raised about
whether folks who pay for DNA
testing for genealogy reasons –
through companies like 23 &
Me and Ancestry – realize that
their chromosome fingerprints
are available to gumshoes
working cold case files. 

It’s an interesting study for
individual rights advocates and
for those working to solve
heinous crimes. 

I would encourage everyone
to look more into this intrigu-
ing case and how it may have
been solved. On the other
hand, I would discourage any-

one from expecting too much
genealogy information from a
personal test kit. Chances are
you will not learn that George
Washington was somewhere on
your family tree or that the
Prince of Wales is carrying
your bloodline. 

What you will get – at least
through the Ancestry flavor – is
a persistent barrage of market-
ing mail aimed at getting you
to pay their inflated monthly
fee to continue viewing ge-
nealogical information that for
the most part can be un-
earthed elsewhere for free, if
you have a little time. 

In short, I was not im-
pressed by the DNA testing
service used for my back-
ground search. It was under
the Christmas tree and I don’t
mean to belittle the thought of
the gift, but it’s more about a
company building a marketing
platform than providing infor-
mation with redeeming value.
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Kentucky General Assembly is currently in session !�115th Congress is currently in session

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Several pieces of legislation
from the final two days of the
legislative session will not be-
come law in mid-July as antici-
pated. The Governor
vetoed bills on issues
such as investments
by local governments,
campaign finance,
voter registration,
and elections – a
move that even sur-
prised the members
of his own party who
sponsored and sup-
ported the measures.

Unlike vetoes to
the two-year spend-
ing plan and the
tax/revenue meas-
ure, the General As-
sembly cannot
override the vetoes to
these half-dozen bills
because the session
ended April 14. His veto period
ended at midnight Thursday,
April 26. 

Among the measures
blocked by his vetoes were
three bills to change election
law. House Bill 97 would have

moved up the filing deadline for
political candidates to early
January in election years. The
deadline is currently in late

January. The Gover-
nor’s veto message
said this would cause
confusion. He added,
“The existing process
serves us well, and
has done so for
years.” House Bill 273
would have prevented
voters from removing
their names from the
state’s voter registra-
tion list and then re-
adding themselves as
“newly-registered vot-
ers” in the next pri-
mary. In his veto
message, the Gover-
nor said this measure
prevented some voters
from having a voice in

primary elections. “Voters who
wish to change political parties
when they recognize their cur-
rent party no longer reflects
their values should not face
undue burdens and narrow
timetables imposed by the state

in order to exercise their right
to vote.” House Bill 274, which
was requested by the county
clerks, would have moved up
the deadline to ask for an ab-
sentee ballot by one week. The
Governor’s veto message said
he did not support “additional
burdens that may impede a cit-
izen’s ability” to vote.

Also vetoed was House Bill
75, which would have ex-
panded the number and man-
ner of investment options for
local governments to use to in-
vest money. The Kentucky
League of Cities backed the bill
and worked with investment
professionals on the bill’s lan-
guage. The Governor’s veto
message said the bill creates
restrictions that “unnecessarily
limit” investment opportunities
and “should be rewritten in
conjunction with actual invest-
ment professionals.” J.D.
Chaney, deputy executive di-
rector with the Kentucky
League of Cities, disagrees. An
Associated Press article re-
ported him saying the bill ex-
pands the number and manner

of investment options by local
governments. Part of the HB 75
mandated that schools give
students in grades 10-12 the
opportunity to take the Armed
Forces Vocational Aptitude
Battery tests. The Governor did
not find fault with that section
and said he would “gladly sign
it into law if reenacted by the
General Assembly without
being attached to a bill that is
bad for Kentucky.”

The Governor used his red
pen to veto House Bill 130 that
would have allowed lawmakers
to act on executive branch reg-
ulations between legislative
sessions. The Governor’s veto
message said the measure
“serves as a solution for a prob-
lem that does not exist” and
that extending the regulatory
process could endanger federal
funds and slow down Ken-
tucky’s “surge in economic de-
velopment.”

The Governor also made
line-item vetoes to remove
parts of House Bill 201, which
provides the financing and con-
ditions for the operations,

maintenance, support and
functioning of the state’s
Transportation Cabinet. He
gave as reasons that the vetoes
provide the Cabinet with more
flexibility and that original lan-
guage might have limited fund-
ing options.

The General Assembly
passed these bills in a bi-parti-
san manner. The measures
were thought to be non-contro-
versial, prompting some Re-
publican legislators to express
their surprise and shock in
media coverage of the Gover-
nor’s vetoes. Nevertheless, his
mighty red pen has struck
them down so legislators will
not be able to address them
again until the next session.

Though the 2018 Legislative
Session is behind us, I still
want to hear from you. We will
return to Frankfort soon for in-
terim meetings to prepare us
for the 2019 session. Please
share your input on any issues
by calling the LRC message line
at (800) 372-7181 or by email-
ing me at Dorsey.Ridley@
lrc.ky.gov.

Sen. Dorsey
RIDLEY
District 4 senator

Kentucky Senate
Legislative Review

Gov. Bevin vetoes bipartisan legislation

Ancestry DNA proves usefulness

claimed that under Ken-
tucky law, a contract can-
not exceed the length of
those in elected positions
who approve it. Addition-
ally, Woodall found that
the agreement between
the two water utilities was
indeed a franchise, and
he said it had not been
properly bid 17 years ago.

Frazer says voiding the
contract will have broad
consequences for similar
water districts and utili-
ties all across Kentucky.

He said without such
contracts, financing for
expansions to water dis-
tribution systems would
be almost impossible to
secure. 

“If you remember, the
financing for this water
expansion was done over
40 years, hence the con-
tract is 40 years,” Frazer
said.

The contract entered
into by both boards of di-
rectors in 2000 compels
Ledbetter to purchase at
least 3 million gallons of
water a month from Crit-
tenden-Livingston. The
cost is almost $8,000 a

month. The rate is $2.58
per 1,000 gallons. When
the two parties entered
into the contract, the rate
was $1.83; however, the
deal included a mecha-
nism for increases based
on the cost to produce
potable water, and those
increases have been sub-
ject to the approval of the
Kentucky Public Service
Commission.

Crittenden-Livingston
has filed a counterclaim,
asking the court to make
Ledbetter reimburse it for
constructing the 8-inch
supply line it built in the
early 2000s from the Crit-

tenden-Livingston plant
at Pinckneyville to Led-
better. It is asking for
$255,000.

Crittenden-Livingston
leaders have said that the
district is on sound finan-
cial footing, but losing
Ledbetter might affect fu-
ture rates for the rest of
the district’s customers.

Besides Ledbetter, the
rural water district has
contracts with the cities
of Salem, Grand Rivers
and Smithland and Lyon
County Water District. It
also serves about 3,600
direct customers in its
namesake counties.

Bart Frazer (left), attorney for Crittenden-Livingston
Water District, provides arguments before the appeals
court in a case involving a contract dispute with the
Ledbetter water utility.

RULING
Continued from Page 1

FROM STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

A nonprofit group that
rates hospitals has re-
leased its latest patient-
safety grades, once again
giving most Kentucky hos-
pitals a B or C, but giving
two heavily-used facilities
in the area a D. Ken-
tucky's overall ranking of
34th remained the same
as the fall of 2017 report.

The Leapfrog Group, a
nonprofit based in Wash-
ington, D.C., evaluated
about 2,500 hospitals na-
tionwide, including 46 in
Kentucky. Most of Ken-
tucky's 129 hospitals were
not rated because critical-
access hospitals in rural
areas don't have to report
their quality measures.
Neither Crittenden Health

Systems nor Livingston
Hospital and Healthcare
Services reported.

M u r r a y - C a l l o w a y
County Hospital and
Jackson Purchase Medical
Center in Mayfield earned
top grades, an A.

Meantime, nearby,
Methodist Hospital of Hen-
derson and Lourdes in Pa-
ducah were given a D for
quality measures. Metho-
dist rated poorly for com-
munication to prevent
errors. Lourdes had low
rankings for infections,
surgical complications and
communication.

Baptist Health in both
Paducah and Madisonville
and Jennie Stuart Medical
Center in Hopkinsville re-
ceived a C. Baptist Health

Paducah had safety issues
and surgical complications
as problem areas, which
its sister facility in Madis-
onville suffered from poor
communication leading to
errors. Jennie Stuart rated
low for respiratory issues
following surgery.

The grades are calcu-
lated using 27 perform-
ance measures of patient
safety that indicate how
well hospitals protect pa-
tients from preventable
medical errors, infections
and injuries. The study
uses data from the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, the annual
Leapfrog Hospital Survey
and the American Hospital
Association's annual sur-
vey.

Leapfrog gave an A to
10 Kentucky hospitals,
lower than the national av-
erage of 30 percent. It gave
Bs to 17, Cs to 13 and Ds
to six – two more than the
fall report. None got a fail-
ing grade.

The Leapfrog Group
says its bi-annual analysis
was developed under the
guidance of the nation's
leading patient-safety ex-
perts and is peer-reviewed.
The report can be found at
https://goo.gl/JS51rd.

(Editor's note: Kentucky
Health News, an independ-
ent news service of the In-
stitute for Rural Journalism
and Community Issues,
based in the School of Jour-
nalism and Media at the
University of Kentucky,)

Hospital grades of interest
The Leapfrog Group, a nonprofit

based in Washington, D.C., evaluated
about 2,500 hospitals nationwide, in-
cluding 46 in Kentucky. The hospitals in
Crittenden and Livingston counties
were not among those. Below are the ratings for
hospitals of local interest.

- Baptist Health Madisonville ...................................C
- Baptist Health Paducah............................................C
- Jackson Purchase Medical Center.........................A
- Jennie Stuart Medical Center .................................C
- Lourdes Hospital........................................................D
- Methodist Hospital of Henderson........................D
- Murray-Calloway County Hospital ......................A
- Owensboro Health ....................................................B
- UK Albert B. Chandler Hospital .............................B
- UK HealthCare Good Samaritan Hospital ..........B
- University of Louisville Hospital ..........................D

D.C. nonprofit grades area hospitals; some poorly



STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County
High School School-
Based Decision Making
Council parent elections
will be May 17. 

Any parent who has a
child enrolled and/or pre-
registered at the high
school for the upcoming
2018-19 school year may
run for a seat on the
school council and vote to
elect the parent council

members. The council has
two parent members and
three teachers who are
elected to serve each year. 

Parents can vote from
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in
the high school office.
Voting will also be open
from 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
in the high school library
for final votes and an-
nouncement of winners.
In the event of a tie, only
those in attendance at the

5:30 p.m. meeting will be
able to vote to break the
tie. 

Candidates must be
nominated for the office of
parent member on an of-
ficial nomination form. All
nominations must be
made in writing on the ap-
proved form, which is
available at the high
school office. The form
shall be signed by the
nominee indicating, if

elected, that he or she is
willing to serve and meets
eligibility requirements.
All requirements can be
found on the nomination
form.

Nominations are due
by 4 p.m. Monday, and
should be turned into the
high school office. 

Contact the high
school office at (270) 965-
2248 for more informa-
tion.

By KATIE PRATT
UK AG COMMUNICATIONS

The University of Ken-
tucky Wheat Science
Group will host its annual
field day Tuesday at the
UK Research and Educa-
tion Center farm in Prince-
ton.

Registration begins at 8
a.m. The tour starts at
8:45 a.m.

Specialists with the UK
College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment’s

Grain and Forage Center of
Excellence host the meet-
ing to help producers learn
about the latest research
and trends in wheat pro-
duction.

Topics include reasons
to keep wheat in the rota-
tion, insecticide-treated
seed, herbicide resistance
update, wheat as a cover
crop, management-related
growth stages, wheat eco-
nomic outlook, the eco-
nomics of harvesting

wheat straw and fungicide
management of Fusarium
head blight. Participants
will also get to see and
learn about UK’s wheat va-
riety trials.

Attendees can receive
three hours in continuing
education units for Certi-
fied Crop Advisers. These
include two hours for crop
management and one hour
for pest management. Pes-
ticide applicators can re-
ceive two general and one

specific hours in categories
1A, 10 and 12.

The Kentucky Small
Grain Growers Association
will provide a free lunch to
attendees immediately fol-
lowing the field day.

The UK Research and
Education Center Farm is
located at 1205 Hop-
kinsville St. in Princeton.

For more information
on the Wheat Field Day,
contact Colette Laurent at
(270) 365-7541, ext. 264.
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QUESTIONS
MEDICARE??
Jenny Sosh at the PACS Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center can assist you with your
Medicare questions to help you better understand.

 

Contact your PACS SHIP Counselor today at:

(270) 965-5229
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• Referrals to correct agencies
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 • Help you understand Medicare and/or Medicaid coverage
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Only 1 percent of Ken-
tucky's second-leading
grain crop has been
planted this spring, its
top and third grain crops
are far off last year's
pace.

According to the
USDA's National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service
(NASS) in Louisville,
through Sunday only 15
percent of this year's corn
crop is in the ground,
compared to 40 percent
at this time last year.
Only 3 percent of the crop
has emerged.

Meantime, soybean
planting is just now un-
derway, and winter wheat

headed is only a fraction
of last year's percentage
at the end of April – only
5 percent compared to 72
in 2017.

Unseasonable cool and
damp conditions are to
blame.

But the fickle weather
has done little to hurt the
condition of existing
crops. Livestock and
wheat are 95 percent fair
to excellent, while straw-
berries are 97 percent fair
to excellent, with just
over half the crop (51 per-
cent) rated as good.

Meantime, hay and
pastures are both suffer-
ing from 14 percent poor
to very poor conditions.

UK wheat field day set for Tuesday in Princeton

Unseasonable weather has
crops far behind 2017 pace

CCHS SBDM seeking parent reps

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

In his second town hall
meeting in Crittenden
County since becoming a
congressman, James
Comer said he believes
now is the time to break
the welfare cycle for able-
bodied Americans. And a
new Farm Bill is where
that needs to start, the
freshman Republican ex-
plained.

Comer, who represents
western Kentucky on
Capitol Hill, spent a few
hours in Marion Tuesday
hearing concerns and an-
swering questions from
constituents. He also vis-
ited with officials at Crit-
tenden Health Systems
about rural health care
concerns. The town hall
gathering alone lasted al-
most two hours, giving
many of the 40 or so peo-
ple in attendance – from
local and state leaders to
veterans and farmers – an
opportunity to have their
voice heard.

“I love Crittenden
County, because it re-
minds me of Monroe
County,” Comer said of his
home. “I know the chal-

lenges rural communities
like ours face.”

The former Kentucky
Commissioner of Agricul-
ture spent a good portion
of time kicking off the town
hall talking about a new
Farm Bill that has cleared
the U.S. House Agriculture
Committee on which he
serves. But the Farm Bill
covers far more than the
name might suggest.

“It’s about 25 percent
agriculture related and 75
percent food related,” he
explained.

The food and nutrition
portion of the bill includes
subsidies for free school
meals like those served in
Crittenden County as well
as food stamps, known
today as the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, or SNAP. Comer
said proposed  SNAP work
requirements for able-bod-
ied recipients are part of a
plan to break America’s
entitlement dependency.

“The Farm Bill is the
first step to welfare re-
form,” he told con-
stituents.

The change, what
Comer calls a “bridge” to
get people off welfare,

would require SNAP recip-
ients who are able to work
to put in 20 hours to con-
tinue receiving benefits. 

“It’s not fair to people
who work every single day,
struggle and pay taxes,” he
said.

The stipulation would

not affect the disabled or
elderly who cannot work.

The divide along party
lines is not likely to halt
progress toward reforms in
the GOP-controlled House,
where a simple majority is
needed. But in the Senate,
where Republicans hold a

slight 51-49 majority, the
Farm Bill faces and uphill
battle. Sixty votes are re-
quired for passage.

On the ag side, the
Farm Bill, Comer said, in-
cludes few changes. It still
includes crop insurance,
but would lower  Conser-
vation Reserve Program, or
CRP, payments.

Affordable health care,
school safety, education
and workforce develop-
ment were also topics of
discussion at the Marion
Ed-Tech Center.

A supporter of repeal
and replace of the Afford-
able Care Act, or Oba-
macare, Comer expects a
protracted battle to achieve
that Republican goal.
Meantime, he said a has-
tened effort to lower pre-
scription drug costs is vital
for Americans struggling to
meet health care needs.

“I have a huge distrust
of the drug companies,” he
said. “I think most people
do.”

To lower the cost of
medicines, he favors open-
ing up the border to legally
purchasing less expensive
Canadian pharmaceuti-
cals, as well as cutting in

the half the eight years it
takes for the Food and
Drug Administration to
approve generic versions of
high-priced medicines.

Two measures focused
on making schools safer
are on the verge of imple-
mentation, the congress-
man told Vince Clark,
superintendent of Critten-
den County Schools. The
Stop School Violence Act
would make school dis-
tricts eligible for federal
grants to bolster safety at
facilities in the way they
see best for local students.
Efforts to improve the Na-
tional Instant Criminal
Background Check Sys-
tem are also being worked
out. Comer hopes, both
will be available by the
start of the 2018-19 school
year.

The congressman advo-
cated tax cuts for working
class Americans, but
counters that reduced rev-
enue calls for reduced
spending. To do that, he
wants to reduce the wel-
fare roll, cut foreign aid to
all but the staunchest
American allies like Israel
and reform Medicare and
Medicaid programs.

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR/THE PRESS

First District Congressman James Comer, R-Tomp-
kinsville, speaks with Paula Berry Tuesday morning
during a town hall visit to Crittenden County.

Comer: Farm Bill key to breaking welfare cycle

By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

The proposed county budget
for the coming fiscal year appears
to do more with less.

The 2018-19 Crittenden Fiscal
Court spending plan was intro-
duced Monday, maintaining fund-
ing for all key services residents.
It nearly doubles the ambulance
service subsidy and covers in-
creased employee compensations,
but calls for no tax rate increases.

The overall $8.16 million
budget is $252,742 less  than the
previous year, but gets the job
done by essentially eliminating
transfers into the jail fund. Two
years ago, the fiscal court spent
almost $680,000 to balance the
budget for Crittenden County De-
tention Center.

“It funds all services people ex-
pect,” said Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom. “Just the fact we didn’t
have to budget influx into the jail
was huge.”

Newcom and magistrates are
anticipating the jail to effectively
pays its own way. Revenues have
increased under Jailer Robbie
Kirk to an average of $200,000
monthly by housing more and
more federal and state inmates.

The county’s biggest expense is
the investment in its own workers.
The fiscal court has budgeted for
a 2.1 percent cost-of-living in-
crease to non-elected employees,
2.6 percent more for health insur-
ance and a huge jump in pay-
ments to the state retirement
system. Altogether, the county will
pay $1,669,435 for non-elected
workers’ wages and $90,250 for
health insurance. Mandated pen-
sion contributions will be
$605,020, compared to $391,413
last year, a 54.6 percent increase.

The six magistrates will be
compensated the same, a com-
bined $50,500.

Crittenden County Sheriff
Wayne Agent is giving his field
deputies a $2 per hour raise to
bring them in line with what Mar-
ion Police Department pays pa-
trolmen. But it is costing him
$46,000 in help to purchase a
new patrol vehicle each year.

The most pressing needs for
the county, maintaining and im-
proving roads and bridges, cannot
all be met. Only $977,906 in
County Road Aid from Frankfort
is expected. It was $1.55 million in
2013-14. That amount covers
road department wages, materials

and equipment, in addition to
construction.

A $1.34 million general fund is
backed primarily by tax receipts of
$390,000 from real property,
$420,000 from occupational/net
profits and $75,000 from motor
vehicles. General fund expenses
are up almost $400,000 over the
current spending plan that ends
June 30. That includes $137,500
more than the current $150,000
subsidy for Crittenden EMS.

Because of a reduced presence
locally, county has removed a
$2,400 allocation to Pennyrile
Narcotics Task Force and shifted
it to the Coalition for a Drug-Free
Community for a total of $3,000.
It also offers $4,000 to Crittenden
County Food Bank, and gives a
$5,000 bump to Crittenden
County Economic Development
Corp. That $15,000 allocation
maintains the status quo gift to
CCEDC, with the new money to
help cover the entity’s fee to be a
part of a new three-county eco-
nomic development group.

The proposed budget has been
sent to Frankfort for its blessing.
A vote to approve could come as
early as May 17. A copy can be
found at The Press Online.

Budget proposal highlights
FUND 2018-19* 2017-18

General fund ..................................................$1,343,425............$959,644
Road fund........................................................$3,247,506.........$3,790,510
Jail fund...........................................................$3,051,550 ........$2,783,384
Local government economic assistance........$350,615 ............$710,550
TOTAL (including E-911, 911 wireless) ........$8,163,796.........$8,416,538

EXPENSE LINE ITEMS 2018-19* 2017-18

Ambulance subsidy...........................................$150,000............$287,500
Narcotics task force .......................................................$0.................$2,400
Drug coaltion/PACS transportation .....................$6,000.................$1,500
County food bank...................................................$4,000.................$4,000
PACS, food bank utilities .....................................$10,700 ..............$10,700
CCEDC...................................................................$15,000 ..............$10,000
Soil conservation .................................................$10,000 ..............$15,000
Airport ......................................................................$3,000.................$3,500
Historical museum.................................................$1,000 ....................$400
Community Arts Foundation.................................$1,000 ....................$400
Fohs Hall Inc ...........................................................$1,000 ....................$400
Blackford Walking Trail..............................................$400 ....................$400

REVENUE LINE ITEMS 2018-19* 2017-18

Real property tax ...............................................$390,000............$390,000
Personal property tax ..........................................$25,000 ..............$25,000
Motor vehicle tax .................................................$75,000 ..............$70,000
Occupational/net profits tax............................$420,000............$420,000
Insurance tax .....................................................$150,000............$130,000
Mineral tax............................................................$50,000 ..............$58,000
County road aid..................................................$977,906............$966,008
Federal prisoner housing .................................$850,000............$156,000
Class D state prisoner payments.................$1,500,000 ........$1,800,000

*Proposed budget

County budget shifts funds, skips tax hike
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With more than two
decades if experience in
the insurance field, Kelley
Crase has been
named Crittenden
County Schools’
next payroll and
benefits clerk. She
replaces Margie
Lanham, who is re-
tiring in June.

Currently with
Riddle Insurance in
Madisonville, Crase said
she has extensive experi-
ence in coordinating em-
ployee benefits and
payroll obligations. Self-
described as “very de-
tailed oriented,” Crase
said she values relation-
ships with employees. 

“I’m very service
driven,” she said. “I’m very
much a team player, and I

look forward to becoming
a part of the Rocket fam-
ily.”

A Crittenden County
resident since 2000,
Crase has worked
out of the county for
the past 12 years,
and says she is
most thankful for an
opportunity to return
home to Marion. 

“I look forward to
getting to know the people
and develop partnerships
and friendships through
my new role in the dis-
trict,” she said.

Crase has three sons
in Crittenden County
schools. Gabriel is in sec-
ond grade at the elemen-
tary school, while sons
Wyatt and Ethan are in
sixth and eighth grades at
the middle school.

Crase

Crase schools’ new
payroll, benefits clerk



solely by the health care
giant. 

But CHS had to
sweeten the pot to ink
Com-Care to a deal. Last
month, magistrates voted
to increase the subsidy to
a quarter-million dollars
annually to keep a local
ambulance service along
with CHS pledging
$100,000. Com-Care
won’t be responsible for
any deficit spending until
losses go beyond
$350,000.

“When people are hurt
and ambulances save
lives, it’s something the
fiscal court understands,”
Hunt said. “And they
made the decision to keep

it here.”
The county is also kick-

ing in $37,500 to fund the
immediate purchase of an
ambulance to supplement
an aging fleet of four vehi-
cles.

“A couple are in ques-
tion as to whether they are
reliable,” Hunt said of the
existing fleet.

Ownership of the am-
bulances will remain local.
If Com-Care decides to re-
linquish management at
any time, the vehicles will
remain with Crittenden
EMS.

Hunt said there will al-
ways be at least two crews
available for EMS calls in
Crittenden County. In ad-
dition to an around-the-
clock team, a second crew
will be staffed locally for 12
daytime hours, five days a

week. 
And when a second

crew is not staffed in Mar-
ion, Caldwell County EMS,
which Com-Care also op-
erates, will provide
backup. The neighboring
ambulance service will
also be available when
both local teams are on
the clock.

“When we have two
crews (on locally), its like
we have three,” Hunt said.

In addition to EMS in
Crittenden and Caldwell ,
Com-Care runs the ambu-
lance services in Ohio,
Todd and Logan counties.

For Crittenden County
taxpayers, the increased
monthly subsidy of
$20,833.33 from the fiscal

court will not mean a
bump in taxes. The addi-
tional money in the budget
will be found through the
elimination of transfers
into the Crittenden County
Detention Center budget.

In 2012, the fiscal
court enacted a 0.5 per-
cent occupational tax, in
part, to subsidize CHS by
$12,500 monthly to man-
age EMS. When Baptist
Health took over in late
2015, they received the
same subsidy.

Com-Care is currently
looking to hire EMTs and
paramedics. (See ad on
Page 11.)

EMS
Continued from Page 1
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The Kentucky State Po-
lice are taking a walk on
the wild side this year to
support their Trooper Is-
land Camp for underprivi-
leged children. The agency
is selling raffle tickets for a
chance to win a new 2018
Dodge Charger R/T 392
ScatPack, a four-door, five
passenger ride that com-
bines legendary muscle car
heritage with safety and
comfort features suitable
for family duty.

Cloaked in a destroyer
grey exterior and a black
interior, it features an
iconic design with a low,
lean profile, scalloped body
sides and an imposing
crosshair grille. Built to
run, its V8 SRT Hemi MDS
engine delivers 485 hp and
475 pound-feet of torque –
enough performance for
any job from navigating su-
perhighways to driving the
kids to school. Paired with
an eight-speed automatic
transmission, the vehicle
blends classic hot-rod per-
formance with modern sen-
sibility. (A full list of
features and equipment
can be found on the KSP

website at KentuckyS-
tatePolice.org.

Edmunds.com de-
scribed the 2018 Charger
as “an unapologetic Ameri-
can sedan with massive
power and brash style. It
looks cool and makes cool
noises.” Kelly Blue Book
called it “a modern sedan
that displays rowdy, All-
American bravado backed
up with plenty of horse-
power. It looks tough. It
looks mean. It looks you
right in the eye.”

Tickets are $10 each
and are available at The

Crittenden Press, any KSP
post or commercial vehicle
enforcement region office
located throughout the
state. Tickets can also be
purchased online by debit
or credit card payment at
TrooperIsland.org.

Only 20,000 tickets will
be sold. The winning ticket
will be drawn on Aug. 26 at
the Kentucky State Fair.
Ticket holders do not have
to be present at the draw-
ing to win. Raffle winner is
responsible for all tax and
license fees. 

Trooper Island is a free

summer camp for under-
privileged boys and girls
age 10-12 operated by the
Kentucky State Police on
Dale Hollow Lake in Clinton
County. It is financed en-
tirely by donations, no pub-
lic funds are used. Each
year, the camp hosts ap-
proximately 700 children,
providing good food, fresh
air, recreation, guidance
and structured, esteem-
building activities designed
to build good citizenship
and positive relationships
with law enforcement offi-
cers.

State police raffling Charger R/T

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Kentucky State Police is raffling a 2018 Dodge Charger R/T 392 ScatPack to
benefit Trooper Island, a free summer camp for underprivileged children in the state.
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Dems preview their candidates
Crittenden County’s Democratic Party offered a preview of its election-year candidates Saturday, including two men seeking the party’s nomination for a November congressional
race. About 50 people turned out for a ribeye sandwich dinner to benefit the local party’s scholarship fund and to hear candidates share their platform for the election. At right,
1st District congressional candidate Paul Walker (left), an English professor at Murray State University, shares a moment with (starting second from left) Marcie Greenwell, who
helped organize the event; state Sen. Dorsey Ridley, who is seeking re-election; and Abigail Barnes, an attorney from Livingston County seeking the House District 4 seat in
Frankfort. At left, Princeton musician and congressional candidate Alonzo Pennington speaks with Crittenden County Magistrate Danny Fowler. Both Pennington and Walker
cited a war on public education and lack of affordable health care as two of their top concerns, while Pennington added the area’s crumbling infrastructure as a worry. 

that Decker had been
mowing at the facility,
near the tennis courts be-
side the clubhouse when
the Bad Boy zero-turn
mower flipped over.

“He was going up an
incline, and it got too
steep and rolled back

over on him,” the coroner
said.

Decker also lived on
the property. The coroner
believes Decker may have
even died the day before.

Decker was found with
a cell phone in his
pocket, but never placed
a call for help.

Funeral arrangements
were incomplete at press
time Tuesday.

DECKER
Continued from Page 1



CHS bass
event May 19

Crittenden Health Sys-
tems’ Community Health
Foundation is hosting a
bass tournament May 19.
Take off is between 6
a.m.-2 p.m., at the Lyon
County Ramp in Kut-
tawa.

Entry is $90 per boat.
Registration deadline is
May 15. Contact Bob
Campbell at (270) 965-
5022 for an entry form or
more information.

Gone are the good ole
days that Marion had it's
own movie theatre.  Let's
go back in time and learn
of Marion's new theatre
and how it moved into
the future.  From the
archives of The Critten-
den Press we find these
new items.

January 29, 1926 –
Announcement has been
made that a new picture
house will be opened in
Marion before many
weeks have elapsed.

W. W. Runyan has
leased the building
now occupied by the
Crittenden Press and
will remodel it into a
modern moving pic-
ture theatre, with a
new front, raised
floor, ventilation and
seats.  He plans on
being able to open
the new house about
Feb. 22.

Mr. Runyan states
that he will play only
the cream of the film
industry, giving his
patrons clean, enjoy-
able pictures at all
times.  He has al-
ready contracted for
several of the produc-
tions of one of the great-
est companies in the film
world.

The new picture mag-
nate is well known in
Crittenden County.  He
was formerly an execu-
tive of the Kentucky
Fluorspar Co. and has
been in the automobile
business in Marion sev-
eral years, and will con-
tinue to distribute the
Hudson, Essex, Jewett
and Star cars in the
county.  He is a member
of the Marion Kiwanis
Club and prominent in
business circles here.

Mr. Runyan has been
very successful here and
his many friends will
watch with interest his
embarkation into an-
other field of endeavor,
knowing that whatever
he undertakes to do will
be done well.

February 5, 1926 – W.
W. Runyan has an-
nounced that he will
open his new theatre on
Main Street in the build-
ing formerly occupied by
the Press on the evening
of Friday, Feb. 19.  (This
first building housing the
new theatre was where
the former Robard's Drug
Store was located on
main st.

Work of remodeling
the building for this the-
atre is being pushed rap-
idly to completion and
Mr. Runyan says he will
have everything in read-
ing for the big opening
night.

February 19, 1926 –
W. W. Runyan has an-
nounced that the name
of the new theatre which
is now nearing comple-
tion in the building on
Main Street will be "The
Kentucky Theatre."

The Kentucky Theatre
will be quite an addition
to the business section of
Marion, and from the
looks of the programs as
announced in the near
future there will be good
pictures to be found
there.

Mr. Runyan states

that he will have every-
thing in readiness for the
big opening Friday night
of this week, February
19th, with one of Harold
Bell Wright's pictures as
the attraction.  The title
of the picture is "A Son of
His Father" and this is
said to be one of the
greatest by this popular
author.  

June 18, 1926 – Man-
ager Runyan, of the Ken-
tucky Theatre,
announces that in addi-
tion to the bookings he

now has of
the new re-
leases of the
two greatest
distributors
of moving
p i c t u r e
films, First
N a t i o n a l
and Para-
mount, he
has already
arrange for
his fall and
w i n t e r
schedule.

Mr. Run-
yan states
that he has
only booked

the latest of their prod-
ucts, and though they
cost more than twice as
much as the older prod-
ucts can be bought for,
he believes that the the-
atre goers of Marion want
to see good pictures and
want to see them while
they are new.

The Kentucky Theatre
is one of the nicest little
playhouses anywhere in
town of the size of Mar-
ion, and is well venti-
lated, with cooling
breezes stirred by a bat-
tery of electric fans.

March 4, 1927 – A
deal was finalized this
week whereby W. P. Hog-
ard assumes manage-
ment of the Kentucky
Theatre.

The Kentucky began
operation about a year
ago under the manage-
ment of W. W. Runyan
and has proven a popular
picture house.  Mr. Run-
yan's policy of showing
the best attraction has
won a large following for
the theatre.

Under the new man-
agement the same class
of pictures will continue
to be shown, Paramount
and First National pre-
domination; with an oc-
casional special feature
from other distributors.

In September of that
same year, Mr. J. H.
Orme, who had formally
been a well-know drug-
gist in Marion, had re-
turned from a short time
living in California and
decided he wanted to re-
turn to the drug store
business.  He took over
the lease of the Kentucky
Theatre building, and by
doing so the theatre had
to be moved across the
street into a building
owned by Mary Cameron.
(next door to where the
theatre was located for
the next years it was in
business.)

In 1936, W. E. Horse-
field, of Morganfield, pur-
chased the Kentucky
Theatre, from Mrs. W. W.
Runyan and Miss
Frances Gray.  

In May of 1940 C. W.
Grady saw the need of a
new building to house
this popular attraction,
and he starting making
plans to begin construc-
tion of a new theatre
building.  It was to be lo-
cated on the lot adjacent
to the present building
housing the theatre.

Architectural plans
call for one of the most
modern structures in-
cluding a complete air
conditioning system and
seating capacity of 500.
Excavations for elevation
of lower floor is to be ac-
centuated in order that
complete and unob-
structed vision can be
had from each seat.
Seating and lighting will
be the best obtainable
and additional projection
equipment is to be in-
stalled. The upper floor is
to contain balcony and
machines. The building
is to be all brick and steel
construction with exits
stationed at every possi-
ble angle for safety.

W. E. Horsefield, les-
see of the present build-
ing is to occupy the new
structure, which will in
all probability continue
to be known as the Ken-
tucky Theater.  Con-
struction of Marion's new
theatre began in August
1940.  Sylvan Clark was
the successful bidder. 

In December of that
year, the new Kentucky
Theatre had it's grand
opening on Christmas
night.  Modern in all re-
spects, the building was
the outstanding struc-
ture in the western por-
tion of the state.  All the
mechanical equipment is
the very latest.  W. E.
Horsefield, operator of
the new cinema told the
press that the same pol-
icy of bringing all of the
best pictures to Marion
will be the same and no
increase in admission.
With the coming of the
summer season the
building will be com-
pletely air-conditioned.  

This newly con-
structed theatre didn't
get to stay new for long
as in December 1943 this
beautiful new facility was
struck by another of
Marion's disastrous fires.
The theatre was totally
destroyed by unknown
origin.  So intense was
the heat that the I beams
supporting the roof be-
came twisted and bent
allowing the roof to cave.
The two machines, sound
equipment, screen, seats,
and all other equipment
in the building were a
total loss.  The walls were
cracked due to intense
heat, facade ruined and
the electric sign beyond
repair.

C. W. Grady, owner of
the building, said that he
had insured the struc-
ture at the time of com-
pletion and said if
possible the building
would be replaced as
soon as possible.

The Kentucky Theater
was built back within a
year and was again
showing movies in Octo-
ber of 1944.  The large
neon sign that hung
about the entrance was

the largest sign of it's
kind in Marion.  It was
well lighted for everyone
to see. The seating capac-
ity was 484 and on Sat-
urday nights it would be
standing room only.
There were two showings
of the movie and both
showings the theater
would be packed.  Just
think, almost a thousand
people to attend the two
showings on a Saturday
afternoon and night. The
line to purchase a ticket
would be lined up to
reach the end of the
block in front of the
Farmers Bank.  The ush-
ers would have a hard
time holding the second
group of people back
until the theater could be
emptied of it's first group
of viewers.

I think there are a lot
of us that have so many
memories about the the-
ater.  What an exciting
time for a young girl to go
to the movies on a Satur-
day afternoon.  Walking
down that aisle, finding
you a good seat.  It was a
grand place, the decora-
tive light sconces on the
wall, the screen with its
velvet curtain and gold
trim, and the seats with
the little aisle lights on
the side.  Can't you just
smell that popcorn; noth-
ing in the world tasted
like that buttered pop-
corn you got at the
movies. Then the lights

would dim, the wall lights
would be turned low and
the velvet curtain would
be drawn from the large
stage to reveal the big
movie screen, time for
the movie to begin.

Movies were different
back then in the mid and
late 1950s, parents could
let their children go to
the movies on a Saturday
afternoon and not worry
about what they would
be seeing.  Mr. Harry
Gass, owner of the the-
ater at this time, was
conscientious and made
sure the movies were
suitable for the whole
family to see. Showtime
always started with a
good Loony Tunes car-
toon, just a good ole' sim-
ple funny cartoon with
lots of action.  

The movie might be a
good shootem up western
with Gene Autry, Roy
Rogers, or one of the
other good, honest cow-
boys, then came a time of
the War movies, which
were always a bit fright-
ening to me, and then
they would be the science
fiction movies, which I
would go home scared to
death for days, afraid of
going in a dark room for
fear one of the aliens
would be there. Remem-
ber "It" and the "Body
Snatchers?" and how
about the trip up the
dark stairs to the bath-
room and perhaps a peek

in the balcony to see if
you knew anyone that
was there?

Later this same the-
ater would be a favorite
place to go on a date on
Saturday night or with a
group of friends on Sun-
day afternoon.  But al-
ways a safe, fun place to
go and not far from
home.

TVs, movies on tapes,
and the allure of going to
a bigger town to see a
movie, possibly hurt our
home town theater and
by the late 1970s it was-
n't being used as it once
was.  It closed its glass-
swinging doors in 1978.
Two of the big attractions
shown that last year were
Star Wars and Grease.

The theater building
went on sale in Dec.
1980, and Larry Orr pur-
chased the building in
May 1982.  Today it is
the office of Williams,
Faughn and Associates. 

–––
When the Kentucky

Theater closed its doors,
Marion lost a piece of its
hometown history and
we lost an old childhood
friend.  

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden
County Historical Society
and a member of Critten-
den County Genealogical
Society. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.bl
ogspot.com.)

Theatere drew hundreds in its prime years
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PHOTO SUBMITTED BY TOMMY WOODWARD
This vintage picture of the old Kentucky Theatre on Main Street will bring back many
memories for area citizens.  It was the entertainment place to go for many years.
Picture shared by Tommy Woodward, made by his father Werdie Woodward. 
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Why did I remarry my husband
after I was born again? Because
the Bible told me to!

Being divorced I began to
search the Bible to see what to do.

It told me to remarry my hus-
band, if he wanted
to, or I was to remain
unmarried for the
rest of my life, or be
guilty of adultery.  1
Cor. 7:10,11; Mark
10:11,12.

My husband
wanted us to re-
marry, so I told God I
would, even if I lived
in hell the rest of my
life.

We were remarried on our 10th
anniversary, and it was 13 years
before he was saved.

How I praise God I obeyed the
Lord, not just for my own obedi-
ence, but on his deathbed the doc-
tor asked him if God were to take
his life where would he go, and
Kenny said “To Heaven.”

That was worth everything else
that was ever involved.

Broken homes and loose living
is destroying lives by the millions.

So many children hardly know
their parents, even if they know
who they are.

Anger, drug abuse, suicide,

youth killing youth, poor perform-
ance in schools, same-sex evils, all
built on the foundation of babies
being murdered before they can
get out of their mother’s womb, low
or no morals, home only address,
is fulfilling Abraham Lincoln’s
warning, “So goes the home, so
goes the nation.”

God spoke before him, warning
a nation that forsakes Him will be
destroyed.

How the heart of Americans
should be grieved when we see the
broken lives of millions of our
young, and the spiritual disinter-
est of many of our college gradu-
ates and most of the Millennial
generation.

God made everything that is
beautiful, and then made man and
woman to enjoy it all, telling them
they would need the book of in-
structions in order to make it all
turn out beautiful for them.

Satan, God and man’s enemy,
got into the mix because the one
that was to be the Mother, refused
to obey the instructions, and
caused her first son to murder her
second son.

More than 55 million little inno-
cent babies who were depending
on their mothers to protect them
have been murdered by the moth-
ers.

Oh, if all children could have
had a mother like mine. She was
left with 11 children at home to
finish raising when dad was taken
from us. She informed a well-
meaning friend who offered to take
the most of us to an orphanage
that “If my children starve to
death, I will starve with them, you
are not getting my kids.”

She gave her life for all of us,
and never complained about all
the long, hard hours of work,
worry, trying to make ends meet
and saw all of us grow up and
make our own way. And she lived
to see all of us call her Blessed.

If all would turn to Jesus for
sins to be forgiven, and then begin
to follow His book of instructions
on how to have a good, useful,
happy, beautiful life, the man-
made sorrows would be over-
whelmed with God’s love and help.

Trust me. I know.
How true the scripture is “Great

peace have they which love God’s
Law.”  Ps.119:165.

•Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion
Church of God, shares her views peri-
odically in this newspaper. She can be
reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opin-
ions are her own and are not necessar-
ily those of this newspaper.

Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Family breakups can destroy souls

By MIMI BYRN
STAFF WRITER

The congregation of
Seven Springs Baptist
Church in Marion voted
Austin Weist to be the
new pastor of the church
after Bobby Garland
stepped down from this
position last year due to
health issues. 

Weist trusted Christ as
his savior when he was
15 years old while at-
tending a revival service.
He received a bachelor's
degree in pastoral theol-
ogy from Shawnee Bap-
tist College in Louisville.
While there, he met his
wife Angela, and they
married in 2012. He and
Angela have two chil-
dren, Grace, 3, and Na-
talie, 1. 

Weist has served as an
assistant pastor for 10
years. His goal while at
Seven Springs Baptist
Church is to preach
Christ, reach the com-
munity with the gospel
and to see growth both
spiritually and numeri-
cally in the church. His

first Sunday as pastor
was March 11.

"God had really been
dealing in my heart
about pastoring a church
since last November,
Weist said. "Previously, I
had been an assistant
pastor in my hometown
of Bowling Green, and
more recently, I was the
assistant pastor and
Christian school admin-
istrator at Maranatha
Baptist Church in Oak
Grove, Ky. 

"The previous pastor of
Seven Springs, Bro.
Bobby Garland, had me
come and preach a week-
long revival for him in

2015 and then in 2017.
That's how I got to know
the congregation before
they voted me in as their
pastor."

The desire of the
church is to see folks
saved and growing in
their relationship to
Christ. 

"We love serving the
Lord at Seven Springs
Baptist Church," Weist
proclaims. "This church
is full of history. In talk-
ing to some of our older
members, I heard about
how God has blessed this
ministry in days gone by.
I believe He can do it
again! God has already
been blessing the min-
istry here, and we see
visitors just about every
week."

Sunday school for all
ages at begins at 10 a.m.,
followed by morning wor-
ship at 11 a.m. Sunday
evening service begins at
6 p.m., and a Wednesday
service starts at 7 p.m. 

"Also, on Wednesdays,
we have an exciting pro-
gram just for children,"

said Weist.
Weist said his family is

very supportive.
"I couldn't ask for a

more godly wife that en-
courages me as we serve
the Lord together," he
said.

The pastor was pre-
sented with a certificate
from the Salem
Springlake Health and
Rehab Center last week,
along with several others,
for their willingness to
volunteer in the facility.
The church also has a
service at the rehab cen-
ter in Marion on the
fourth Thursday of every
month at 7 p.m. 

"I love the Lord Jesus
and it is an honor serving
Him with my life," Weist
said. "I am so undeserv-
ing of His mercy and
grace, but so thankful
that He saved my soul
from hell. There is noth-
ing more exciting to me
than to see folks saved
and growing in their walk
with Christ.

"The Bible says in John
3:16, 'For God so loved

the world that he gave
His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.'
Everlasting life can be
yours today if you put
your trust in Christ."

The church has a

livestream on their Face-
book page, "Seven
Springs Baptist Church"
every Sunday
morning.  The church is
located on Dry Branch
Road in southern Crit-
tenden County.

Seven Springs brings in new Baptist minister

Angela and Austin Weist

Pleasant Hill annual May Meeting 
Pleasant Hill Church of Regular Baptist will hold its

117th annual May Meeting beginning with evening serv-
ices at 7 p.m., Friday and Saturday and concluding with
Sunday school and morning worship from 10 to noon
Sunday. The community is invited to attend. Traditional
songs and hymns will be sung. There will be special
music for each service along with congregational hymns.
A dinner will follow the Sunday service. Elder H. Wade
Paris, D.M. of Missouri will be the speaker for the serv-
ices.  Dr. Paris has conducted services for the past four-
teen years at the May meeting.  

Pantry is available at First Baptist
First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 1 to 3

p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Coleman Hall of the
church.

Does Your Congregation  Have  Something Planned?
Let us know. We post church notes here at no charge

Local Faith-Based Events  
&  Church Outreach
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Martin
Bonnie June Martin,

84, of Marion died Mon-
day, April 30, 2018, at
Crittenden Health Sys-
tems.  

She was a member of
Cave Springs General
Baptist Church.

She is survived by her
husband, Jesse Logan
Martin Jr. of Marion; chil-
dren Larry (Kathy) Martin
of Smith Mills, Ky., Donna
(Barry) Workman of Mar-
ion, John (Sharon) Martin
of Marion and James An-
thony "Tony" (Miranda)
Martin of Marion; a sister,
Linnie Shelton of Evans-
ville, Ind.; five grandchil-
dren; and 10
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
John A. and Mary Conger;
a brother, Wendell Gray
"Bo" Conger; and sisters
Suzanne James and Mary
Louise Shaffer.

Services are scheduled
for 3 p.m. today (Thurs-
day, May 3) at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion,
with interment in Pleas-
ant Hill Cemetery. The
family will receive visitors
from 10 a.m. today service
time at the funeral home.

Driver
Ralph  Raymond  Dri-

ver, 80, of Knox, Ind., and
a Crittenden County na-
tive, died Wednesday,
April 11, 2018. He born
on May 13, 1937, in Dy-
cusburg.

Driver worked in con-
struction and automobile
repair. He was a member
of the Highway Gospel
Church of God in Hamlet,
Ind., where he was active
in the church band. 

He is survived by his
wife, Ronna Lou (Cowsert)
Driver; four sons, Ralph
Raymond (Denise) Jr. of
Plymouth, Ind., Michael
Lynn (Sheena) of Portage,
Ind., Roger Nolan (Mary
Anne) of Demotte, Ind.,
and William Lee (Becky) of
South Haven, Ind.; four
daughters, Sharon Jo
Roth of Monterey, Ind.,
Linda Chirie Baton of
South Haven, Ind.,
Tammy Elaine Quinn of
Chesterton, Ind., and
Sandra Louise (Allen)
Beckett of North Judson,
Ind.; two brothers, Faron
Driver of Marion and
Kamen Driver of Farming-
ton, Ky.; six sisters, Becky
Conger, Detra Campbell
and Geraldine Neighbors,
all of Marion, and Viva
Tinsley of Hopkinsville,
Brenda Roberts of Old
Hickory, Tenn., and Starr
(Tom) Lewellyn of Coldwa-
ter, Ky.; 31 grandchildren;
68 great-grandchildren;
four great-great grand-
children; and several
nieces and nephews.

Driver was preceded in
death by a wife, Joyce
(Burchell); a wife, Brenda
(Bridget) Duhon; his par-
ents, Allie Ray (Porter)
and Nellie Gladys (Knight)
Driver; a brother, Clifton
Garth Driver; and four
sisters, Verna Ray Driver,
Thelma Lee Sexton, Glyna
Ruth Sanders and Gloria
Fern Blackmon. 

Funeral services were
Monday, April 16 at the
Highway Chapel Church
of God. Burial was at
Highland Cemetery in
North Judson, Ind.

Fox
William C. "Bill" Fox,

83, of Marion died Sun-
day, April 29, 2018, at
Crittenden Health Sys-
tems.

He was a member and
deacon of Marion Baptist
Church, multiple Past
Master of Bigham Lodge
No. 256, owner of Henry &
Henry Monument Co. and
chairman of the Marion
Cemetery Association for
many years.

Fox is survived by his
wife of 67 years, Joan
Henry Fox of Marion; a
daughter, Dianne (Virgil)
Newcom of Marion; a son,
Wm. A. "Billy" (Charlotte)
Fox of Marion; grandchil-
dren, Perry (Tina) Newcom
of Marion, Angie (Randy)
Head of Henderson, Julia
(Tim) Dean of Ithaca, N.Y.,
Mandy (Kent) Curnel of
Marion and Abby Fox of
Marion; seven great-
grandchildren; one great-
great-granddaughter; a
brother, Jimmy (Jennifer)
Fox of Paducah; a sister,
Elizabeth Campbell of
Kissimmee, Fla.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Collin Fox and Edith Win-
ters Fox Russell; brothers
Tommy and Doug Fox;
and sister Lois Hicks.

Services were Wednes-
day, May 2 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion,
with interment in Maple-
view Cemetery.

Masonic rites were
held at Tuesday, May 1 at
the funeral home.

Donations may be
made to the Marion Ceme-
tery Association, Marion
Baptist Church, Bigham
Lodge No. 256 or the char-
ity of your choice.

Sullenger
Betty French Sullenger,

89, of Marion died Mon-
day, April 30, 2018, at
Crittenden County Health
and Rehab. She was born
June 12, 1928, in Prince-
ton.  

Sullenger was a gradu-
ate of Butler High School
in Princeton. She was a
member of Marion United
Methodist Church, where
she taught Sunday school
and was active in United
Methodist Women. She
was also a member of the
Crittenden County Cancer
Society and the American
Legion Auxiliary.

She is survived by her
daughter, Susan (Joe)
Yarbrough of Marion;
grandchildren Wheeler
Yarbrough of Ft. Thomas,
Ky., and Alexandra (Kevin)
Bruenderman of
Louisville; great-grandchil-
dren Henry and Lauren
Bruenderman of
Louisville; and a brother,
Houston French of
Raleigh, N.C.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Douglas Sullenger, and
her parents, Frank and
Touxie French.

Graveside services are
scheduled for 11 a.m.
today (Thursday, May 3) at
Mapleview Cemetery.

Donations may be
made to the Marion United
Methodist Church Stained
Glass Restoration Fund.

Obituary policy
Most obituaries in The

Crittenden Press are pub-
lished at no charge. But,
extended obituaries are
available for a small fee.
Ask your funeral director
about fee-based obituaries. 

OBITUARIES

PHOTO BY BRILEY BROWN

Gone fishing
Great weather greeted students in Angela Starnes’ physical education classes at
Crittenden County Elementary School this week as they participated in a fishing
outing at the home of Eddie and Serena Dickerson. Starnes bused students to the
Dickerson’s during their normal physical education time and were assisted by
Crittenden County High School students like Mason Hunt, who is assisting Zeke
Smith and Kaylee Carder with angling.

STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet (KyTC)
has started installation
work on an intersection
conflict warning system
(ICWS) at the U.S. 60-By-
pass/Sam McElroy Ex-
pressway intersection with
Ky. 56 at Morganfield.

The system – intended
to reduce the number of
crashes at the site – is ex-
pected to go into service in
about 45 days.

Over the years, traffic

engineers have added in-
tersection warning bea-
cons, oversized stop signs,
“Cross Traffic Does Not
Stop” signs and other
safety measures to the in-
tersection in an effort to
drive down the crash rate. 

“We’ve conducted exten-
sive traffic studies to help
evaluate traffic flow at this
intersection,” said KyTC
District 2 Traffic Engineer
Kenny Potts. “In spite of a
number of counter meas-
ures that have worked well

at other intersections, this
location has continued to
have crashes. ICWS, while
still considered experimen-
tal, has been used with
success at some similar
sites. We think this warn-
ing system has the poten-
tial to drive down the crash
rate at this location.”

ICWS uses traffic loops
similar to those used to
sense vehicles at traffic sig-
nals. However, instead of
activating a signal, they ac-
tivate flashing beacons to

alert other motorists that
cross traffic is approach-
ing.

Once the ICWS begins
operating, the existing
overhead warning beacons
will be removed. Motorists
are asked to be alert for
personnel and bucket
trucks working in and
around the intersection
during the installation
process.

According to a check of
police crash reports over
the last three years for the

Morganfield site, the inter-
section has had seven re-
ported crashes. Four of
those crashes involved in-
juries, with 10 total injuries
and one fatality. Almost all
of the reported crashes in-
volved motorists on Ky. 56
pulling into the path of ve-
hicles traveling on the U.S.
60-Bypass.

Studies of the site deter-
mined there was insuffi-
cient traffic volume to
justify a traffic signal at the
rural location. 

Experimental signal being placed at Morganfield bypass



Crittenden County's
Pathway Academy of Vir-
tual Education (PAVE)
presented its second
graduate in two months
at the April 26 board of
education meeting. 

Sean Thompson, di-
rector of the school dis-
trict’s alternative
learning center, praised
graduate Chase Gezel-
man.

“I just want to point
out what I’ve seen in
Chase, and that’s the
commitment to his fu-
ture. He came to us to be
in PAVE, and said he
wanted more than what
he had going for himself.
So to see him complete
this is just huge,”
Thompson said. 

PAVE is a program of-
fered by Crittenden
County School to support
students who would like
to earn their high school

diploma while working
online, either at home, or
on the Crittenden County
High School campus.
Students who enroll in
PAVE are offered many of
the same classes as tra-
ditional students. 

Superintendent of
schools Vince Clark and
other board members
congratulated Gezelman. 

“Tonight makes me
think back to 2008, when
we began creating PAVE,
and we’ve come such a
long way,” Superintend-
ent Vince Clark recalled.
“This program is for stu-
dents to obtain their
diploma in a non-tradi-
tional way, as not every
student learns the same
way. I’m proud (Gezel-
man) took the initiative,
and that type of work
ethic and attitude will
take him where he needs
to go in life.” 
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Graduation
May 25 at CCHS 

Crittenden County High
School graduation festivi-
ties will begin May 23 with
Baccalaureate. Class
Night will be held May 24
and Commencement May
25. All events will begin at
6 p.m., at Rocket Arena.

Blazina earns
school honor

Superintendent of
Schools Vince Clark last
week presented instruc-
tional coach and public re-
l a t i o n s
coordina-
tor Tiffany
B l a z i n a
with the
R o c k e t
Way Em-
ployee of
the Month
award for
April. 

“There are so many
good things going on in our
schools, and Tiffany really
helps with all of it,” Clark
said. “We recognize her for
her many contributions as
the curriculum coach,
among other things. It’s a
true gift that she has to do
all she does.” 

Relay team hosts
recognition event

Marion Baptist Church
Relay for Life will host a
recognition service at 6
p.m., Sunday for those
who are fighting cancer
and family members who
have lost someone to can-
cer. A meal of baked
spaghetti and sub sand-
wiches will kick off the
event at the Family Life
Center. The event is for the
public.  There is no cost for
the meal; however, dona-
tions for the American
Cancer Society will be ac-
cepted. Those attending
can add a name to the list
that evening. 

Caldwell Springs
hosts fish fry

Caldwell Springs Volun-
teer Fire Department will
host a Fish Fry from noon-
2 p.m., May 19 at the for-
mer Frances Elementary
School grounds, which
now houses the fire de-
partment. The fish fry is
$7/plate, which includes
two pieces of fish, beans,
French fries and hushpup-
pies. Proceeds will go to-
ward repairs of the
Frances School gymna-
sium. For more information
contact Beverly Davidson
(270) 704-0793.

Reading program chance to win $1,000

Calendar
– Crittenden County

High School SBDM will
meet at 4 p.m., Tuesday at
the high school. 

– Crittenden County
Public Library will host its
next Trivia Night at 7
p.m., Friday. Since there
are several Star Wars
movies coming to theatres
this year, the theme for the
next trivia night is May the
4th Be With You – Star
Wars Edition.  

– Children’s Book
Week is being celebrated
this week at the Crittenden
County Public Library with
the goal of inspiring a life-
long love of reading in chil-
dren and teens across
America. Free activity
posters and bookmarks
are available to young li-
brary patrons, who may
also vote for their favorite
Children’s and Teen
Choice Book Awards.

Extension
– Sue Parrent will pres-

ent a class titled “Know
the Limits,” at 2 p.m.,
May 10 at the Extension
Office. This class will focus
on empty calories and
added sugars, sodium and
salt in your diet. Call (270)
965-5236 to register.

– After Hours Home-
makers will meet at 5 p.m.,
May 15 at the Extension
Office.

– Crochet Corner will
meet at noon, May 16 at
the Extension Office.

Summer Reading Pro-
gram participants at
Crittenden County Public
Library could come away
with far more than a
jump on their literacy
skills.

The Kentucky Educa-
tion Savings Plan Trust
(KESPT) and the Ken-
tucky Department for Li-
braries and Archives will
launch Rock, Read and
Save for College!, a spe-
cial opportunity for fami-
lies who participate in
the 2018 Summer Read-
ing Program at all partic-
ipating libraries in the
commonwealth starting
this week. Locally, Sum-
mer Reading doesn't
start until June 5.

Rock, Read and Save
for College! encourages
Kentucky children to
participate in the Sum-
mer Reading at their

local libraries and offers
a chance to win a $1,000
KESPT 529 savings plan
account. Each winner’s
local library will also re-
ceive $500 for future
reading programs.

Awards will be given
randomly to eight win-
ners across the state.
Parents, grandparents
and guardians can enter
on behalf of a child, age
18 or younger, by com-
pleting an entry form at
the local library. Entries
must be postmarked by
Aug. 17 and received by
Aug. 22.

“Our goal is to in-
crease awareness of Ken-
tucky’s 529 education
savings plan with fami-
lies across the state, and
the libraries are an excel-
lent partner,” said David
Lawhorn, KESPT pro-
gram manager. “The

Summer Reading Pro-
gram is a fun way to en-
courage children to read
and families to start sav-
ing for education ex-
penses.”

This year's Summer
Reading theme is Li-
braries Rock!, with local
registration beginning
May 29 at CCPL. Special
music-themed events are
planned for each Tues-
day of the program, be-
ginning with the June 5
opening and running
through July 10. Partici-
pants will make instru-
ments, learn about opera
and a ukelele and have a
chance to see Classy and
Grassy perform live.

"We’ll be using the
Wonderopolis online pro-
gram as well as having
kids track reading to
earn tickets for chances
win prizes," said CCPL

Director Brandie Ledford.
Libraries across Ken-

tucky offer a Summer
Reading Program every
year as part of the na-
tional Collaborative Sum-
mer Library Program
(CSLP) – a consortium of
states working together
to provide high-quality
summer reading program
materials for children at
the lowest cost possible
for their public libraries.
Libraries enhance the ex-
perience by designing
costumes, hosting games
and obstacle courses,
creating art projects and
science and engineering
experiments, and more.

“Research shows that
children who participate
in Summer Reading Pro-
grams at public libraries
keep their brains active
and enter school in the
fall ready to learn,” says

Krista King-Oaks, youth
services consultant at
the Kentucky Depart-
ment for Libraries and
Archives. “We’re excited
to offer Rock, Read and
Save for College! as part
of Summer Reading to
encourage more families
to not only practice men-
tal fitness, but also fi-
nancial fitness in starting
early with a college sav-
ings plan.”

KESPT is the Com-
monwealth's official 529
Plan, which helps par-
ents, grandparents and
friends save for a loved
one’s education with tax
advantages. It is admin-
istered by the Kentucky
Higher Education Assis-
tance Authority (KHEAA)
and managed by TIAA-
CREF Tuition Financing,
Inc. Visit KySaves.com
for more information.
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Press with veterans
Bernice Tolbert of Marion (center) took The Press to the
April 6 retirement ceremony of her son Jason Hurley,
Senior Master Sgt., who served in the U.S. Air Force for
26 years. The ceremony at Shaw Air Force Base in
Sumpter, S.C., also happened to be held on his birth-
day. Also pictured are retired U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class
Scott Hurley (right) and retired Master Sgt. Brent Tol-
bert, United States Marine Corps. Together, the three
have 67 years combined service in three branches of
the U.S. military.

Mr. Heath Watson and
Ms. Julie Singleton of
Hardin announce their
engagement and upcom-
ing marriage. 

Mr. Watson is the son
of Phylis and Alan Dority
of Dexter, formerly of
Marion, and the late
Donald Watson. He is a
1985 graduate of Critten-
den County High School.

Ms. Singleton is the
daughter of Gary and
Rozella Singleton of Hen-
derson, formerly of Mar-

ion, and the late Judy
Singleton. She is a 1991
graduate of Crittenden
County High School.

Together they have
three children, Ashley
Nicole Riley, George
Samuel Powers and
Kaylea Elizabeth Single-
ton. 

The couple will ex-
change vows May 12 in a
private ceremony at the
family home of the
bride’s grandparents in
the Rosebud community. 

Julie Singleton and Heath Watson

Singleton, Watson
to wed May 12

Senior Menu
Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center is open week-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is
served at 11:30 a.m. each
day and is $3 for those 60 and
older or $5 for those under 60.
Reservations are requested
by 9 a.m. Upcoming activities
and menu include:

– Thursday (today): Menu
is baked catfish, navy beans,
cole slaw, ambrosia fruit
salad, cornbread with mar-
garine. Bible trivia will begin at
10:30 a.m. 

– Friday:  Menu is Mexi-
can lasagna, buttered broc-
coli, garlic breadstick and
Jell-O cake. A derby party will
be held, and Bingo sponsored
by Lifeline begins at 10:30
a.m.

– Monday: Menu is frank-
furter with sauerkraut,
mashed potatoes, black eyed
peas, peach cobbler and
cornbread with margarine.
Ladies exercise with Full
Body Fitness Studio begins at
9:45 a.m.

– Tuesday: Menu is
spaghetti with meat sauce,
broccoli salad, garlic bread-
stick and apple crisp. 

– May 9: Menu is oven
fried chicken, new buttered
potatoes, buttered broccoli,
wheat roll and pears. Bingo
will begin at 10:30 a.m.

All menu items are subject
to change based on availabil-
ity. PACS provides milk, cof-
fee, tea or water each day.
Aging Coordinator Jenny
Sosh is director of the center.
The center is a service of
Pennyrile Allied Community
Services.  

Every day, the center at
210 N. Walker St. in Marion
offers billiards, card games,
Wii games and the use of ex-
ercise equipment. Call (270)
965-5229 for more informa-
tion.

Chase Gezelman is Crittenden County’s second Path-
way Academy of Virtual Education (PAVE) this spring.
Pictured with Gezelman is instructor Sean Thompson.

Gezelman second 
recent PAVE grad Blazina

Heritage Society
meets Thursday 

The Fredonia Valley
Heritage Society will meet
at 7 p.m., Thursday
(today) at Fredonia Amer-
ican Legion Post 103 at
the Buddy Rogers Park
on Dorroh Street in Fre-
donia. 

Linda Johnson Hig-
gins and Robert Ward
will be speaking on “Cur-
rent Events with the Trail
of Tears,” including some
exciting news. Also on
the agenda will be re-
freshments and business
meeting.

The Fredonia Valley
Heritage Society is for
anyone interested in
learning more about the
heritage and history of
the Fredonia Valley and
for those who want to see
the history of our com-
munity preserved for fu-
ture generations.  

The society is in the
process of compiling its
third publication, featur-
ing veterans from the
Fredonia Valley. It
should be available for
purchase within a few
weeks.  

Meetings are held on
the first Thursday of
every odd numbered
month. 

Contact Pam Faughn
at pamfaughn@att.net
for more information.

Scout writing winners
Woman’s Club of Marion recently recognized win-
ners in the local youth writing contest.  Both par-
ticipants received 25 $1 coins. Paul Combs (left)
won in the Youth Short Story grades 6-8 division.
The tile of his entry was “The Journal of William
Smith.”  Benjamin Potter won the Grade K-2 po-
etry division with his entry titled “Papaws
Wooden Shoes.”  Both entries have been entered
in the state competition, and the results from that
judging will be announced later this month.
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SPRING SPORTS
STANDINGS
BASEBALL

Up to date as of Monday
FIFTH DISTRICT
                                    ALL    DIST
Trigg County       10-7   4-1
Livingston Cent. 10-5   4-0
Lyon County        6-7    1-3
Crittenden Co.    5-13   0-5
SOFTBALL
FIFTH DISTRICT
                                    ALL    DIST
Crittenden Co.    14-5   3-1
Trigg County       14-8   2-1
Lyon County       12-9   2-2
Livingston Cent.  1-8    0-3
Upcoming Games
BASEBALL
Thursday
Rockets at Dawson Spr.
Friday
Rockets host UHA
Saturday
Freshmen host Union
Monday
Rockets at St. Mary
Tuesday
Rockets at Caldwell Co.
SOFTBALL
Friday
CCHS at Livingston
Saturday
CCHS hosts McLean Co.
Monday
CCHS at Union County
Tuesday
CCHS hosts Dawson
TRACK & FIELD
Friday 
CCHS at Area 1 
Championships
Ft. Campbell High School

Hunting Seasons
Coyote               Year Round
Groundhog        Year Round
Coyote Night Feb. 1 - May 31
Spring Turkey   April 14 - May 6
Bullfrog      May 18 - Oct. 31

Turkeys too few
With only a few days

left for turkey hunters,
local gunners are find-
ing mixed results. So
far, only 241 birds have
been taken in Critten-
den County. It’s been
more than 20 years
since this county has
produced fewer than
300 turkeys in a sea-
son. Livingston’s har-
vest was at 176
Monday.
Burns leads KY
As of Monday, Cald-

well County senior
pitcher Shane Burns led
all hurlers in Kentucky
with a 0.00 ERA in 33
innings. Crittenden
County junior pitcher
Briley Brown also has a
0.00 ERA this season,
but has not thrown
enough innings to qual-
ify for the state leader-
board.

SOFTBALL
Being atop the Fifth District standings –

albeit by only a half of a game – is quite a
feather in the Lady Rockets’ caps consider-
ing three of the four teams in the league are
currently leading the Second Region, record
wise.
Crittenden, Trigg County and Lyon

County join Christian County (19-3) atop
the region standings. Christian County is
ranked No. 3 in Kentucky by MaxPreps and
Madisonville is No. 6. Two other teams on
Crittenden’s schedule are ranked
statewide – Marshall at 13th and Caldwell at
21st.

GIRLS CAPTURE DISTRICT LEAD
Seizing control of the top spot in the Fifth

District, the Lady Rockets won 4-0 at Trigg
County Monday. Crittenden wasted no time
jumping out to an early lead behind back-
to-back, two-out doubles from red hot fresh-
man Matthia Long and sophomore Ellie
Smith. 
In the fifth, sophomore Jenna Potter ex-

tended the lead with an RBI single, scoring
senior Kaitlyn Hicks. Two more runs in the
top half of the seventh provided all the cush-
ion pitcher Chandler Moss would need as
she served up a three-up, three-down inning
to secure the complete game shut out. 
Moss allowed six hits and struck out two

on the night to lead a great defensive per-
formance by the Lady Rockets. 
Kaitlyn Hicks led the offense with two

hits in three at bats. Crittenden (14-5) en-
tered the game 2-1 in district play while
Trigg (14-8) had won both of its previous
district games. Trigg pitcher Hannah Col-
bert came into the game No. 2 on Kentucky’s
strikeout leaders list and No. 24 in ERA in
the state.
Crittenden County  100 010 2 - 4   6   0
Trigg County           000 000 0 - 0   6   2
WP - Moss. LP - Colbert. 2B: K.Hicks, Long, El.Smith.
RBI: Book, A.Hicks, Potter, El.Smith.

VICTORY AT LYON COUNTY ON FRIDAY
Crittenden traveled to Eddyville on Friday

to face Lyon County for the third time this
year, each having one win apiece. The Lady
Rockets jumped on the Lady Lyons in the
opening inning, scoring four behind a base-
clearing three-run double by freshman
Chandler Moss. In the fifth, freshman
Matthia Long knocked in her second RBI on
as many hits to increase the lead. Moss
lasted all seven innings, allowing seven hits
and two runs while striking out five in the
win.  
Crittenden County  400 010 0 - 5   5   5
Lyon County           110 000 0 - 2   7   2
WP - Moss. LP - Bingham. 2B: Moss. RBI: Long (2),
Moss (3)

LAST THURSDAY DOWNED BY UNION
Last Thursday, the Lady Rockets were

unable to get the offense going early as they
fell to Union County at home 8-4. Crittenden
(12-5) made a game of it late, scoring four in
the final frame behind a two-run dinger by
freshman Matthia Long, her second home
run on the year. Long was 3-4 on the night
with a pair of RBIs. Senior Kaitlyn Hicks got

the start on the mound, allowing one hit and
two runs while striking out two over two and
two-thirds innings. Freshman Chandler
Moss threw four and a third innings in re-
lief.
Union County         002 120 3 - 8   8   4
Crittenden County  000 000 4 - 4   7   2
WP - Blackburn. LP - K.Hicks. 2B: Moss. HR: Long.
RBI: Potter, A.Hicks, Long (2)

BASEBALL
Crittenden County’s baseball club has

shown great strides over the past couple of
weeks, getting quality wins over Murray and
St. Mary and taking Graves County and
Madisonville deep into games before bowing
out.
The Rockets completed their district slate

on Tuesday at Lyon County. Results were
unavailable at press time. The boys play at
Dawson on Thursday and host University
Heights on Friday. Next week, they travel to
Caldwell County to face the No. 27 Tigers in
a game that was originally supposed to be
played in Marion. It had to be changed in
order to help the Rockets make up some
rained out district games.

MADISONVILLE GAME GETS AWAY 
Crittenden hosted Madisonville Monday

night at Marion-Crittenden County Park,
falling short 5-1 in a great effort against one
of the better teams in the region. The Rock-
ets (5-13) kept the game close, trailing 2-1
in the top of the seventh but surrendered
three runs there and the Maroons slipped
away victorious. Senior Cody Belt singled in
the only run for Crittenden in the sixth on
one of his two base hits, scoring freshman
Gabe Mott. Freshman Caden McCalister
also had two hits on the night. Freshman
Tyler Boone took the loss for the Rockets,
lasting five and two-thirds innings, allowing
two runs on seven hits, striking out four.
Juniors Briley Brown and Pate Robinson,
along with Mott, also saw time on the
mound in relief.
Madisonville           001 001 3 - 5  10   1
Crittenden County  000 001 0 - 1   6   1
WP - Hogart. LP - Boone. RBI: C.Belt.

LATE MELTDOWN AGAINST GRAVES 
On Saturday, Crittenden traveled to

Graves County for a pair of games, falling to
the host school in the opening game by a
score of 15-6. Although the final outcome
was lopsided, the Rockets were in the ball-
game before allowing seven runs in the bot-
tom of the sixth. The game was tied through
five innings.
Crittenden faced 11 batters in the sixth

inning, surrendering four straight hits and
two walks before recording the first out.
After the CCHS defense allowed four runs

in the third, Crittenden’s offense came out
hot in the fourth as it was able to string to-
gether five consecutive singles to cut the
deficit to 4-3 before three straight strikeouts
ended the rally with bases loaded. The Rock-
ets added three more runs in the fifth to tie
the score at 6-6, but the Eagles scored nine
straight against the CCHS bullpen to close
out the game.
Freshman Ian Ellington started the game,

lasting two official innings, allowing three
runs on three hits and striking out three.
Senior Logan Belt followed with two innings
in relief, allowing three runs on one hit and
striking out three. Senior Cody Belt, junior
Pate Robinson and eighth-grader Maddox
Carlson also saw time on the hill. Cody Belt
was tagged with the loss. 
Freshman Tyler Boone was 3-4 on the

game with an RBI to lead the Rockets. Fel-
low freshmen Gabe Mott and Caden McCal-
ister also had multiple hits, as did Cody Belt
who led the team with three RBIs and
boosted his average to near .400 for the sea-
son.
Crittenden County  000 330 0 -  6  11   2
Graves County       004 227 x -  15   10   2
WP - Montgomery. LP – C.Belt. 2B: C.Belt. RBI: C.Belt
(3), Dossett, Boone.

NIGHTCAP ON SATURDAY AT GRAVES          
Later in the day, The Rockets won their

fifth game of the season by destroying Mur-
ray 17-4, led by the bat of sophomore Jay-
den Carlson, who went 4-5 on the day with
four RBIs. 
Crittenden (5-12) jumped out to an early

four-run advantage before seeing the score
tied by the end of the second inning. In the
third, the Rockets broke the game wide open
as the first seven batters reached base
safely. In the inning, Crittenden sent 11 to
the plate, recording seven runs on four hits
and three walks. 
Later in the sixth, the Rockets padded the

lead with six additional runs, capped off by
a base-clearing double by Jayden Carlson
with two outs. Senior Cody Belt added three
hits on the day while three freshmen, Tyler
Boone, Caden McCalister and Trace Adams,
each had solid days at the plate. Junior
Ethan Dossett went the distance and earned
the victory on the hill for Crittenden, surren-
dering four runs on four hits over six in-
nings, striking out three.
Crittenden County  407 006 0 -  17  14   2
Murray                    310 000 0 -  4     4    0
WP - Dossett. LP - Holcomb. 2B: J.Carlson, Boone.
RBI: McCalister, C.Belt (2), Dossett (3), J.Carlson (4),
L.Belt, Riley, Adams (3), Boone.

ROCKETS BEAT ST. MARY ON FRIDAY
The Rockets defeated St. Mary 5-1 at

Marion Friday behind a stellar pitching per-
formance from junior Payton Riley. He
lasted five and a third innings, allowing two
hits and one run while striking out three. In
what would be described as a defensive
game by fans of baseball, neither team saw
many hits drop. Together the clubs com-
bined for six hits on the night. Headed into
the bottom of the fourth with the game knot-
ted at 1-1, the Rockets drew five consecutive
walks with two outs to break the tie. A two-
run error followed to push the lead up to
four and Crittenden was able to hold on for
the victory by the same margin. Senior Cody
Belt led the Rockets with two hits in three at
bats. The win was the third straight for Crit-
tenden.

St. Mary                 000 100 0 -  1   3   3
Crittenden County  010 400 x -  5  3   1
WP - Riley. LP - Merrill. RBI: Riley.

9
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ROCKETS BASEBALL
Player                             Runs     Avg.         RBI
Caden McCalister   12     .429       4
Cody Belt                 6      .412       9
Jayden Carlson      15     .327      12
Tyler Boone             9      .316      14
Gabe Mott                8      .289       3
Trace Adams          13     .265       8
Payton Riley            2      .265       5
Ethan Dossett         10     .238       8

Minimum 25 Plate Appearances
Statistics through Monday’s games

LADY ROCKETS SOFTBALL
Player                             Runs     Avg.         RBI
Chandler Moss       13     .463      12
Matthia Long           16     .389      19
Ashlyn Hicks           24     .365      17
Jenna Potter           17     .333       7
Brandy Book           12     .326       7
Ellie Smith               5      .322      12
Emmie Smith          16     .283       8
Jada Hayes            20     .264      23

Minimum 25 Plate Appearances
Statistics through last week’s games
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       Courtney named new CCMS football skipper
STAFF REPORT
Rocket football coach Sean

Thompson continues to put his own
mark on the high school football pro-
gram.
Thompson, hired earlier this

school year to replace longtime head
coach Al Starnes, has named a new
middle school skipper and this week
unveiled a new look for the team’s
helmets in 2018.
A former teammate of Thompson’s

is being called up from the Junior Pro
Football program to take over the
reigns at Crittenden County Middle
School. Jacob Courtney, a 2007 Crit-
tenden County High School graduate,
will become the head coach at CCMS,
taking over for Bryan Qualls, who
had coached the previous two sea-
sons at the middle school level.
Qualls, who guided CCMS to a 4-4
mark last year, will move up to the
high school staff as receivers and
strong safety coach.
Courtney has spent the last four

years coaching at the youth league
level. He had served the last two falls
as youth league commissioner. Tan-
ner Tabor will be taking over as little
league commissioner.
As a player at CCHS, Courtney

was a defensive end and he is 34th on
the all-time tackles list with 185 for

his career and was a two-time All
West Kentucky Conference selection.
Thompson said Courtney’s suc-

cess and clear understanding of the
game has made him a natural choice
to become the next middle school
skipper.

“The parents and
kids all love him and he
has a passion for Crit-
tenden County foot-
ball,” Thompson said.
Courtney, 29, re-

cently became engaged
and plans on getting
married right before
football season, then
holding off on the hon-
eymoon until after the season ends.
“Lot of things are going on right

now,” he said. “I’m excited to be
coaching the middle school. The sev-
enth graders are guys I started in lit-
tle league with and I am looking
forward to another two years with
them.”
The football team will be sporting

a new helmet design this year. The
matte-finished blue and black Riddell
Speed Flex helmet will be punctuated
with a glossy C – in 3D chrome.
Offseason weightlifting is already

underway for football players not cur-
rently engaged in other sports. The
summer conditioning program for
grades 9-12 will begin on May 30 with
daily workouts starting at 9 a.m.
Thompson said the middle school-

ers will start practice with the high
school team just like last season on
Monday, July 16.

CCHS FOOTBALL CALENDAR
May 30  HS Summer Conditioning
June 20-22  Youth Football Camp
June 25 - July 9  Dead Period
July 16  HS Practice begins
July 16  MS Practice begins
July 30  HS Pre-Season Camp Week

2018 Season
Aug. 6      Tentative Scrimmage Date
Aug. 10    Scrimmage Ft. Campbell (A)
Aug. 17    Stewart County
Aug. 24    Bye
Aug. 31    at Trigg County
Sept. 7     at Caldwell County
Sept. 14   Webster County
Sept. 21   Union County
Sept. 28   at Fulton City
Oct. 5       at Ballard Memorial
Oct. 12     Fulton County
Oct. 19     at Russellville
Nov. 2      Playoffs

Courtney

Rocket football coach Sean Thompson dis-
plays the new helmet style designed for Crit-
tenden County’s 2018 football season.

PHOTO BY BEN DOBYNS
Lady Rocket freshman hurler Chandler Moss
is starting to deal again on the mound after a
brief hiatus rehabbing a cut finger, which is
still taped on her throwing index finger.
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One extra benefit from
having former Kentucky
quarterback Freddie
Maggard as the director
of player development for
the UK football team
could be an uptick in in-
state recruiting.
Kentucky did not have

an in-state
signee in its
2018 sign-
ing class.
Three of the
top five in-
state play-
ers in the
2019 re-
c r u i t i n g
ranks –
South War-
ren defen-
s i v e
l i n e m a n
Jacob Lacey (Notre
Dame), Trinity linebacker
Stephen Herron (Michi-
gan) and Scott County
offensive lineman Bryan
Hudson (Virginia Tech)  –
are already verbally com-
mitted to out-of-state
schools.
Maggard will  not di-

rectly be involved in re-
cruiting but he’s well
known across the state
to high school coaches
and players. His pres-
ence at UK could impact
decisions in-state high
school players make.
“Maybe coach (Mark)

Stoops does not like the
trend of UK football hav-
ing trouble getting in-
state players to commit,”
former UK punter Jason
Todd, an assistant coach
at Lincoln County, said
when asked about Mag-
gard’s hire.  “I know last
season was the first time
in over 70 years that UK
football did not sign a
player from the state of
Kentucky.   
“While Freddie was

not hired as a recruiting
coordinator, I think his
presence will be benefi-
cial when it comes to
connecting the current
UK  program to the
state’s players and
coaches.   I look forward
to seeing the positive im-
pact that Freddie will
have on UK football.”
So does former UK

player Grayson Smith.
He’s glad current and
former players will have
someone to help “them
transition to their profes-
sional life” and also serve
as an advocate for the
players. 
“Obviously there is a

recruiting caveat tied into
the hire.   Simply put, in-
state recruiting has not
gone well lately and Fred-
die will be able to provide
‘indirect’ support in that
area probably without
being counted against

the coaching position al-
lotment the way the
NCAA counts,” Smith
said. “So I would con-
sider it a very creative
and calculated shrewd
move.”
So would I. It’s the

type of creative thinking
that UK basketball coach
John Calipari does. No
rule breaking, just taking
advantage of a way to get
an influential in-state
presence on the football
staff.
“Tell me what Mama

and Daddy wouldn't
want a positive, disci-
plined man around their
son. The quality charac-
ter Freddie brings and
his military background
tell you all you need to
know about what he
would bring to the table,”
former UK center David
Hopewell, who came to
UK from Alabama and
was on the 10-1 1977
team, said.
“Freddie will also

bring another set of eyes
to the table on evaluating
recruits and player
breakdown on their
progress. I believe the UK
football staff loves and
respects him already.
More than anything I
hope his winning
thoughts and champi-
onship expectations will
be contagious to every
UK player and prospec-
tive player we bring in.”
Maggard Sept. 13

years with the National
Guard as the community
relations and outreach li-
aison. He also managed
the Kentucky National
Guard recruiting com-
mand’s marketing and
advertising department
for three years.
 ------------------------
Some media specula-

tion has P.J. Washington
already leaning to stay in
the draft even though
mock drafts have him
listed anywhere from
50th to 63rd — late in
the second round.
“That’s all just specu-

lation about what he’s
going to do,” Paul Wash-
ington said. “I am
amazed to see something
almost every day about
something P.J. is going to
do or not do. I guess that
is how some people make
money and keep a job by
throwing stuff out there.
“It’s frustrating to me.

Where do they get that
stuff? People believe it
and form opinions based

on that misinformation.
It’s crazy. It’s ridiculous.
All that stuff is just opin-
ions but the only opinion
that matters right now is
P.J.’s and he’s still trying
to gather all the informa-
tion he can.”
Three teams have al-

ready inquired about
having P.J. Washington
come in for a predraft
workout. 
Paul Washington

noted that each year
more and more players
are taking advantage of
the evaluation process
before making a draft de-
cision. 
“We don’t do this every

day. We will talk to Cal
(John Calipari) and (UK
assistant) Kenny Payne
and others. We want to
utilize the experience of
the coaching staff. They
do this every year with
players. We don’t,” Paul
Washington said.
Players who have not

hired an agent have until
May 30 — 10 days after
the draft combine — to
withdraw from the draft
and return to school to
maintain their eligibility.
“We’ve got the com-

bine and we will make a
decision after that,” Paul
Washington said. “As of
now, nothing has
changed. Until you hear
it from P.J., nothing is of-
ficial no matter what you
might read or hear from
others. That’s just specu-
lation because, believe
me, nothing has
changed.”
 ------------------------
Former all-SEC

punter Tim Masthay is
starting a new career
path — volunteer assis-
tant coach for the Divi-
sion III Centre College
men’s soccer team.
Masthay had a suc-

cessful six-year NFL ca-
reer with the Green Bay
Packers where he was on
a Super Bowl winner. He
averaged 44.2 yards per
punt in his six seasons. 
He came back to Lex-

ington a little over a year
ago with his wife,
Amanda, and three chil-
dren.

He was a four-sport
standout at Murray High
School and has had a
passion for soccer his
whole life. He’s also had
a passion for being fru-
gal.
During a 45-minute

conversation with him
recently, I asked him to
remind me about how he
ended up living in a
closet his sophomore
year at UK. That question
arose after the told me he
was “locked in a closet in
case chaos came up with
his kids” during our
phone conversation.
“I really did basically

live in a closet for a year,”
Masthay laughed and
said. “I had a friend on
campus and I was over at
his house. He knew I was
looking for a place to live.
He said, ‘We have this
utility closet. I will charge
you $100 per month to
live here.’”
Masthay accepted the

offer that helped him
save money out of his
football scholarship
check. By the time he
graduated, he had saved
more than enough
money to buy an engage-
ment ring for his wife,
Amanda, and they were
married before his NFL
career took off.
“It’s just one of those

great memories you have
from college, but it really
did let me save money to
buy an engagement ring
so that made it all worth-
while,” Masthay said.
Masthay also was just

one of four UK players to
twice earn all-SEC aca-
demic honors before his
graduation in 2009.
 ------------------------
The only two Ken-

tucky players to return a
punt for a touchdown in
the last 10 years are
Charles Walker and Ran-
dall Cobb.
Cobb is now a distin-

guished receiver with the
Green Bay Packers while
Walker went from walk-
on to scholarship re-
ceiver in his four years at
UK and is hoping for an
invite to a NFL training
camp.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Maggard could boost in-state recruiting

CCHS Track
& Field Results

Girls Results, April 26
Team Totals: Crittenden
(63.67), Webster (44), Union
(20.33) 
100 hurdles: 1. Jessie Potter
(18.7)
100 meters: 1. Grace Driskill
(14.0), 3. Addyson Faughn
(14.5)
200 meters: 3. Addyson
Faughn (31.3)
400 meters: 1. Cortne Curnel
(1:13.0), 4. Trinity Hayes
(1:20.8)
800 meters: 1. Kate Keller
(3:00.2), 2. Jaelyn Duncan
(3:07.4), 3. Southern Pate
(3:13.7)
1600 meters: 1. Kate Keller
(5:54.8), 5. Jaelyn Duncan
(7:12.0)
3200 meters: 1. Kate Keller
(15:13.8)
4x100 relay: 1. Crittenden
(56.6)
4x400 relay: 2. Crittenden
(5:04.0)
4x800 relay: 2. Crittenden
(12:49.5)
Long Jump: 4. Trinity Hayes 13-0 
High Jump: 1. Grace Driskill 4-

4, 2. Natalie Hutchings 4-4
Shot Put: 2. Abbi Kirk 19-1

Boys Results, April 26
Team Totals: Crittenden (70),
Union (30), Webster (30)
110 hurdles: 1. Devin Ford
(16.8)
100 meters: 1. Devon Nesbitt
(11.4), 2. Eli Moss (11.7)
200 meters: 1. Devon Nesbitt
(25.0), 2. Branen Lamey (26.2)
400 meters: 1. Eli Moss (57.3),
3. Noah Perkins (1:02.6)
800 meters: 1. Sawyer Towery
(2:22.2)
1600 meters: 1. Aaron Lucas
(5:16.7), 2. Preston Morgeson
(5:21.7)
4x100 relay: 1. Crittenden
(47.5), 2. Crittenden (51.5)
4x400 relay: 1. Crittenden
(4:09.6), 2. Crittenden (4:19.7)
4x800 relay: 1. Crittenden
(9:57.3)
Long Jump: 2. Branen Lamey
17-0, 4. Doug Conger 15-8½
High Jump: 2. Devin Ford 5-6,
4. Sawyer Towery 5-2, 5. Tris-
tan Davidson 4-8
Shot Put: 2. Adam Beavers 31-
7, 3. Brock Langston 30-2½, 4.
Dillan West 29-8½

Crittenden Track and
Field Results

Track Pumping Up for Regionals

PHOTOS BY BEN DOBYNS
Crittenden County track and field athletes like Tris-
ten Davidson (left) and Gavin Davidson (above) will
be at the Area Championships on Friday at Fort
Campbell. It could be a good preview of the First
Region championships, which are just around the
corner on May 12 at Murray. The state meet is May
17 at Lexington.



for sale
HODGE OUTDOOR sports 
catalog, 1980-81, superior 
condition, $25; Louisville 
Journal 1937 flood pic-
tures, special edition, 64 
page, $75. (270) 871-4484. 
(2t-42-c)es

yard sale
GARAGE SALE: Fri. and 
Sat., 8 a.m.-? Stove, refrig-
erator, freezer, convection 
oven, microwave, approx. 
100 books, canned goods, 
flower pots, some Harley 
things, lots of odds and 
ends, cash only. (1t-42-c)
YARD SALE: Thurs., Fri. & 
Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 3001 
U.S. 60 East. Books, boy’s 
clothes 18 mo.-3T, some 
up to 10. Girl’s clothes 4T-
5T and a few other sizes. 
Women shoes size 6, 7 
& 8, toys, Jr. girl’s (small 
women), baby accesso-
ries, many $1-$2, many 
new items, deals made. 
(1t-42-p)
LARGE 3 FAMILY yard sale 
May 4 8 a.m.-4 p.m., bottom 
of Moore Hill turn left, locat-
ed at 100 Ky. 2132. Doris 
Fritts, Rene Fritts and Bar-
bara Brown. Held in back 
garage if rains. (1t-42-p)
THURSDAY THROUGH 
SUNDAY 8 a.m.-? at 237 
W. Carlisle St. Variety of 
sizes of clothes for men, 
women’s clothes size 4-8 
and up, TV, cabinets, Home 
Interior, typewriter and 
stand, comforter, some boy 
clothing; home decor, dish-
es, movies, bicycles and 
more. (2t-42-p)

agriculture
5 ANGUS Gelbvieh, 4 year 
old, $1,600. (270) 564-
2315. (3t-42-p)
50 BARN-KEPT round 
bales for sale. Cal (270) 
704-1475. (2t-43-p)

services
L&M Lawn Service - Mow-
ing, weed eating, banks, 
ditches, clean-up. Free 
estimates. Call (270) 969-
1838. (3t-43-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room addi-
tions. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly, 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-2-p) 
GET ACCESS to online 
back issues of The Critten-
den Press dating back to 
2008 and a month of new 
issues for just $2.95. Visit 
us online at https://goo.gl/
SxZnn8 and use your Pay-
Pal account to subscribe. 
Call our office at (270) 965-
3191 for more details. (tfc)

employment
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking 
employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  Full-time, 
part-time, and substitute 
positions available.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran.  To view 
current openings and qual-
ifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com. “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (5t-46-p)

for rent
LARGE MOBILE home, 2 
large bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen with island, 
1 mile from town in county. 
No inside pets, references 
required. (270) 965-2657. 
(1t-42-p)

real estate
WANT TO LEASE/RENT 
private property or farmland 
to rifle deer hunt for four 
days, Nov. 10-13, 2018. 
Two retired gentlemen 
from Alabama; we respect 
the land and all landown-
ers, and will stay in nearby 
town for accommodations. 
Call Craig (850) 417-5403. 
(8t-49-p)
FAITH-BASED hunting out-
fitters seeking land to lease 
in Crittenden, Caldwell and 
Livingston counties. Insur-
ance coverage for business 
and landowner. Referenc-
es available upon request. 
Call Matt (270) 704-1176. 
(52-35-p)

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Board of Education invites 
you to submit sealed bids 
for trash pickup and pet 
control services for the 
2018-2019 school year.

Please submit bids to: Crit-
tenden County Board of 
Education, 601 West Elm, 
Marion, Ky. 42064, atten-
tion Vanessa Shewcraft. 
Bids will be received until 
May 11th, 2018 at 1 p.m., 
at which time they will be 
opened. Any interested par-
ty may attend; however, no 
immediate decisions will be 
made. Please contact Va-
nessa Shewcraft with any 
question at (270) 965-2281. 
(1t-42-c)

legal notice
NOTICE: The City of Marion 
will conduct a public hear-
ing on the proposed use of 
LGEA funds and Municipal 
Aid Funds In FY 2018-2019 
on May 14, 2018 at 4:45 
p.m.  The hearing will be 
held at in the City Coun-
cil Chambers at Marion 
City Hall,  217 South Main 

Street in downtown Marion 
Ky.  For more information, 
contact the City Adminis-
trator’s  Office at (270) 965-
2266.  (1t-42-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on April 25, 3018 Karen 
McCoy of 301 Mexico Rd., 
Marion, Ky. 42064 was 
appointed administratrix 
of Ronnie Taylor McCoy, 
deceased, whose address 
was 310 Mexico Rd., Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064. Rebecca 
Johnson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Crittenden District Court 
before the 25th day of Octo-
ber, 2018 and all claims not 
so proven and presented 
by that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-42-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on April 25, 2018 David 
Loveless of 103 Woodland 

Dr., Benton, Ky. 42025 was 
appointed executor of Edna 
Grace Loveless, deceased, 
whose address was 1748 
State Route 80, Marion, Ky. 
42064.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executor before the 25th 
day of October, 2018 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 

decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-42-c)
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current rate. 
With a $10 million

budget and 200 employ-
ees, board chairman Chris
Cook likened Clark's role
to CEO of a large company.

Clark's responsibilities,
though, will be in-
creasing along with
his salary.

With Al Starnes'
retirement from the
school system at the
end of this year, the
board will be elimi-
nating the position
and shifting his mul-
tiple roles to other certified
employees. Clark will take
on the additional duties of
safe schools coordinator.

Meantime, the other
duties assigned to Starnes,
who started his tenure
with the school district the
same year as Clark, will be
distributed to other central
office staff. Wayne Winters,
lead bus mechanic, will be-
come transportation direc-
tor. Diana Lusby will add
director of pupil personnel,
which oversees truancy
matters among other
things, to personnel direc-
tor. She will shed supervi-
sion of instruction for
grades 6-12, and Tonya
Driver will now be respon-
sible for instruction super-
vision for all grades in
addition to other roles, in-
cluding oversight of federal
programs. 

All will receive addi-
tional compensation for
their added duties, accord-
ing to Cook

In addition, all district
employees will be getting a
2 percent cost of living in-
crease.

“Our staff has not had a
pay increase in the last two
years," Cook said. "Thanks
to all of the close manage-
ment of every staff mem-
ber, they have helped
make sure we are staying

fiscally responsible for a
safe budget. We just feel
comfortable in being able
to do this. This is our small
way of saying thank you to
our staff."

Clark said those em-
ployees, as well as the chil-
dren they serve, are the
reasons the last four years
as superintendent have

been so rewarding.
"I have really en-

joyed leading our
district, and what
makes it special are
the people that keep
everybody hyped up
and on task," he
said. "Our school
leaderships are

solid, and I have a firm be-
lief that we have great kids
here."

Ag ed instruction
A half-time agriculture

education instructor has
been added back to the
high school. 

With looming state
budget cuts, the board had
a few months ago pro-
posed eliminating a part-
time instructor for the
area, leaving only a single
full-time teacher. However,
the General Assembly ap-
proved a biennial budget
that has allowed the school
district to change course
and add back the half-time
instructor.

“What prompted this
were the proposed cuts.
We had no choice but to
cut back, and we had
deadlines to meet,” Clark
said. 

All agricultural career
pathways will still be avail-
able for students to take
and will be integrated into
the high school’s new
block scheduling in 2018-
19.

“My administrative
team and I continue to
have conversations with
students and various lead-
ership groups and adults
about the ag program to
see their side of the coin,

and I think it’s landing
where everyone wants it to
now," the superintendent
explained. "We’re still able
to support the three ag
pathways; no courses will
be sacrificed; and now,
with block scheduling, the
students will have 32 op-
portunities during their
high school career to do
more than one pathway
with these offerings.” 

Attendance report 
For the eighth month of

the school year ending
April 24, attendance was
at almost 95 percent for
the district’s 1,266 stu-
dents. The elementary
school is leading the way
with 95.61 percent, fol-
lowed by the middle school
at 94.07 percent and the
high school at 93.99 per-
cent. Overall attendance
was 94.76 percent.

New band uniforms 
With a growing band,

instructor Lindsay Mad-
dox proposed to the board

the need for new and up-
dated band uniforms. She
said they have been wear-
ing the same ones for 13
years. Buttons are falling
off and some areas on the
uniforms are visibly worn
out. 

The board approved
splitting the cost of new
uniforms with band boost-
ers. They will be black and
blue with a patch on them
representing the school
district. Plans have been
made to purchase 60 uni-
forms to accommodate the
considerable increase of
students joining band.
Maddox said there are
currently 55 middle school
band students and 30
from the high school. 

“Thank you Crittenden
County Schools, busi-
nesses, and band alumni
for your support of the
band program,” Maddox
told The Crittenden Press. 

But Maddox said boost-
ers are still short of their
final goal, and asks those
interested in making a do-

nation toward new uni-
forms to contact Rebecca
Johnson.

Rocket Way Snow Days
The district is again

making application to the
state for up to 10 days of
non-traditional instruction
(NTI) to be used when
school cannot be in ses-
sion due to weather or
other unforeseen reasons.
Since the 2016-17 aca-
demic year, Rocket Way
Snow Days have been
used to allow snowbound
students to complete as-
signments designed by
their teachers. The state
legislature approved NTI in
2015.

Clark likes to use no
more than half of the al-
lowed days, and the dis-
trict has never exceeded
using five NTI days.

School nurses
The board renewed a

contract with Graves
County Health Depart-
ment to supply two school

nurses for $70,000 at the
elementary and middle/
high school campus next
year. The amount paid to
the Graves County-based
health service has re-
mained unchanged since
first the initial agreement
for the 2014-15 school
year. At that time, Pen-
nyrile District Health De-
partment in Eddyville had
discontinued its school
nursing service.

Drug, weapon searches
The year-to-year con-

tract with Indiana-based
K9 Resources to provide
random searches of the
middle/high school cam-
pus was renewed. Since
2013, the company has
deployed specially trained
dogs that can detect illegal
drugs, pharmaceuticals,
alcohol, weapons and ex-
plosives. The searches are
completely random; not
even school administra-
tors are aware when the
dogs will be brought to
search the grounds.
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March 2018 jobless rate
down from year before
Unemployment rates fell in all 120 Kentucky coun-

ties between March 2017 and March 2018, according
to the Kentucky Center for Education and Workforce
Statistics (KCEWS). 
In Crittenden County, the jobless rate plumetted

from 6.3 percent in March of last year to 5.3 percent
in the third month of 2018. The February 2018 rate
was 5.6 percent. Once again, Woodford County
recorded the lowest jobless rate in the Common-
wealth at 3.1 percent and Magoffin County the state’s
highest unemployment rate at 13.9 percent. 
Below are the jobless rates for select counties from

the state’s lowest in June to the highest, with rates for
Crittenden and surrounding counties included be-
tween. Because of their relatively low sample size,
county unemployment rates are not seasonally ad-
justed like monthly state and national rates. 

MAR. FEB. MAR
AREA 2018 2018 2017

U.S. ...........................................4.1
Kentucky................................4.4..................4.7.................5.5
Pennyrile Region.................5.2..................5.6.................6.5
COUNTIES
Woodford (1)........................3.1..................3.3.................3.6
Webster..................................5.0..................5.1 .................6.0
Caldwell .................................4.8..................5.3.................6.0
Union ......................................5.2..................5.7 .................7.0
Crittenden .........................5.3................5.6 ...............6.3
Lyon.........................................5.5..................6.3 .................7.1
Livingston ..............................7.4..................8.2.................8.3
Magoffin (120)...................13.9 ...............15.0...............18.5
Labor force statistics include non-military workers and unemployed

Kentuckians who are actively seeking work. They do not include un-
employed Kentuckians who have not looked for employment within
the past four weeks.

STAFF REPORT

President Donald
Trump has authorized as-
sistance for Crittenden
and 33 other Kentucky
counties that suffered sig-
nificant damage as a re-
sult of the severe weather
and flooding event occur-
ring from Feb. 21-March
21. Locally, damages from
the rains could total
around $400,000, accord-
ing to Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom.

The President's action
grants public assistance
to the impacted counties
to repair roads, bridges
and other infrastructure
due to severe storms, tor-
nadoes, flooding, land-
slides and mudslides. Also
included in the declara-
tion are Caldwell, Liv-
ingston, Union and
Webster counties. The
declaration will also pro-
vide the Commonwealth
with mitigation funds.

Statewide, the weather

system caused more than
$24.7 million in damages,
with 75 percent of that
total related to highways,
bridges and local infra-
structure. Four Kentuck-
ians lost their lives during
this event, along with
many minor injuries.

Locally, flooding was
the primary issue and
washed out several roads. 

Over the weekend, the
county road department
spent several man hours
repairing a portion of Axel
Creek Road that collapsed
after being undermined by
flooding late this winter.
Newcom said the hole was
big enough to swallow a
car.

On the Ohio River, E-
town Ferry Road has just
emerged after being under
several feet of backwater a
second time this year.
With floodwaters still at
the road's edge, muck and
debris rest above the
roadbed for much of the
1.2-mile corridor to boat

ramp. Annual deposits of
mud and silt have left the
surface more than a foot
below the level of the land
in places, trapping water
and debris.

The road has no resi-
dents, but is used for ac-
cess to river bottom
farmland and the Ohio
River boat ramp by com-
mercial fisherman. Scores
of truck loads of muck
need to be removed to im-
prove the road.

The federal declaration
makes the county eligible
for Federal Emergency
Management Agency pay-
ment of not less than 75
percent of the approved
costs for debris removal
and for repairing or re-
placing damaged roads,
bridges and other publicly
owned property. 

Since 2009, Kentucky
has been granted 19 fed-
erally declared disasters
as a result of severe
weather and flooding
events.

Disaster declaration to help county repair roads

PHOTO BY DARYL K. TABOR/THE PRESS

E-Town Ferry Road in northern Crittenden County has recently emerged from a sec-
ond round of Ohio River backwater this year. Each time the river floods, silt and de-
bris deposits build up the land on either side of the 1.2-mile road, leaving mud and
water no place to drain, burying the surface under the muck. Last week, a federal
disaster declaration could make the county eligible for reimbursement to alleviate
problems like this caused by late-winter flooding.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Athletes enjoy Special day
Crittenden County Rockets Special Olympics Team members prepare Saturday for the opening parade at
Area 1 Games at Murray State University. Eight first-place ribbons, 11 second-place ribbons, eight third-
place ribbons and seven participation ribbons were earned by the team. Local participants included Wesley
Cox, Justis Duncan, Hogan Hatfield, Austin Hazel, Kaitlyn Head, Andrew Holt, Jessica Hunter, Brittany Lemon,
Alex Maynard, Mandy McConnell, Hunter Miles, Amber Notestine, Jason Price, Destiny Suggs, Tahla Trail,
Sarah Valle and David Walker.  

CONTRACT
Continued from Page 1
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